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Americans prefer energy fix to
cancer cure: poll

(Reuters) - A nationwide survey of nearly 700 people suggests that
Americans would prefer more money be invested in technology to solve
the nation's energy ailments than to cure cancer or other diseases.

Some 37 percent of respondents to the poll, conducted by the Fairfax
County Economic Development Authority in Virginia, said they would
rank spending to raise energy efficiency and develop alternative fuel
technology a top priority for future investment. That compares with
30 percent who ranked more cash for medical breakthroughs as most
important. 'l think it's a combination of things like high gas prices and
the need for alternative fuels, but also things that are emotional like
greenhouse effects, global warming and the need for reducing carbon
emissions,' said Gerald Gordon, chief executive of the ECEDA.

The survey results come as U.S. gasoline prices continue to rocket to
new highs, with average retail prices hitting a record $3.29 a gallon on
Monday, according to the federal Energy Information Administration.

Men were more likely to choose fuel efficiency as their highest priority,
with 43 percent placing it on top compared with only 30 percent of
women, the FCEDA survey showed.

Women were more likely to pick medical technology as a priority, with
33 percent pegging it as a top investment, compared with 26 percent
of men.

A next iteration of the survey will break down priorities in fuel and
medical breakthroughs, Gordon said. 'When they say alternative fuels
and energy, are they talking about energy or things like greenhouse
effect -- what's really on people's minds?' he said. The environment
placed third in the survey, with 14 percent of respondents tagging it as
the most important area for greater investment, while defense
spending took 10 percent of the vote.

Britons, however, ranked healthcare breakthroughs as the top priority
(38 percent) over fuel efficiency and alternative fuels (33 percent),
according to a parallel study by FCEDA in Great Britain.
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The U.S. FCEDA study, which had a 4 percent margin of error and 95
percent confidence level, was based on telephone interviews with 692
adults from March 7-9, 2008.

(Reporting by Rebekah Kebede, editing by Matthew Lewis)

http://feeds.reuters.com/~r/reuters/technologyNews/~3/263095072/idUSN0233915320080403

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines) or other copyright owner. No further copying (including
printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright owner.

D17957-1 Article Page 2 of 2
74284533 - DEBVAN


http://feeds.reuters.com/~r/reuters/technologyNews/~3/263095072/idUSN0233915320080403

