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Fairfax County Businesses at a Glance

Fairfax County Businesses by Industry (total establishments: 33,583)

Professional and Technical Services 28%
Other Services Except Public Administration 14%
Health Care and Social Assistance 9%
Retail Trade 8%
Construction 7%
Accomodation and Food Service 6%
Administrative and Waste Services 6%
Finance and Insurance 5%
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 4%
Wholesale Trade 4%
Information 3%
Educational Services 2%
Other 4%

Note: Establishments are business units or branches, not individual companies.

Source: Virginia Employment Commission, 3Q 2009 Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages data.

Businesses
Average number of payroll establishments (3Q 2009).......................................33,583 
(businesses with employees)
Number of non-employer businesses* (2008)...................................................88,405
Number of new start-up firms (2009)................................................................... 1,538
Minority-owned firms (2002)...............................................................................27,300
Woman-owned firms (2002)................................................................................ 29,810
Foreign-owned firms (2010).......................................................................................366
Technology establishments (2009)......................................................................... 6,184
Associations (2010).................................................................................................. 280+
*Non-employer businesses include self-employed persons and other businesses without paid employees.

Notes: Minority- and woman-owned firms data most current available at time of printing. Updated 2007 Survey of Business 
Owners to be released by U.S. Census Bureau in fall 2010 – winter 2011. For more information, visit www.census.gov/econ/sbo.

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Virginia Employment Commission, Fairfax County Economic Development Authority.

Zip Codes with Most Business Establishments

Zip Code	 Location	 Establishments

22102	 McLean	 1,755
22182	 Vienna	 1,665
20151	 Chantilly	 1,556
22003	 Annandale	 1,331
20170	 Herndon	 1,329



Doing Business in Fairfax County	 3

Employment
Average number of jobs at payroll establishments (3Q 2009).........................569,309
Civilian labor force (2009).................................................................................. 597,166
Residents working in Fairfax County (2008)........................................................53.7%
Unemployment rate (2009)......................................................................................4.7% 
Median household income (2008).................................................................. $107,448
Average weekly wages (3Q 3009)........................................................................ $1,321
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Virginia Employment Commission, Fairfax County Economic Development Authority.
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Fairfax County Payroll Business Establishments  
by Number of Employees (total establishments: 33,583)

Note: Establishments are business units or branches, not individual companies.

Source: Virginia Employment Commission, 3Q 2009 Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages data.

Five Largest Employers (Non-Public Sector)

Company	 Number of Employees	 Web Site

Booz Allen Hamilton*	 10,000+	 www.bah.com
Inova Health System*	 10,000+	 www.inova.org
SAIC*	 4,000-6,999	 www.saic.com
Northrop Grumman**	 4,000-6,999	 www.northropgrumman.com
Lockheed Martin	 4,000-6,999	 www.lockheedmartin.com

 *Corporate headquarters located in Fairfax County.

**Northrop Grumman plans to relocate its headquarters to Fairfax County in summer 2011.



Doing Business Basic Start-Up Checklist

Getting Started
 Learn, research and plan.
Read, take classes and learn all you can about your business, industry, customers 
and competitors (pages 6-7).

Prepare a business plan (page 6).

 Choose a form of business ownership (pages 7-9).

 Form and register your business. 
Determine state and local registration requirements for your selected type of 
business ownership (pages 10-16).

Determine if trade name registration is required (pages 14-15).

 Obtain business, professional and occupational licenses (pages 10, 78-79).

Financing
 Consider financing options and resources (pages 19-33).

Location considerations
 Determine where to operate your business (pages 35-40).

 Make sure your business complies with zoning, permitting and other 		
	 regulations (pages 41-50).

Zoning  •  Occupancy  •  Building  •  Environmental

 Register with necessary utility providers (pages 50-53).

Staffing
 Make sure your business complies with employment regulations and 		

	 tax requirements (pages 55-59).

 Make sure your business complies with occupational licensing and 		
	 permit requirements (pages 60-63).

 Recruiting, training/development, salary/compensation and additional 	
	 resources (pages 65-75).

Taxes
 Register with local, state and federal tax authorities 
Contact local, state and federal tax authorities to determine tax requirements 
and liabilities (pages 77-89).

Other chapters in this book provide additional information on government procurement, 
other business services and resources, and reference materials (pages 91-148).
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Getting Started

n Learn, Research and Plan 

Owning your own business brings many rewards—the potential for freedom, 
setting your own schedule, the promise of achieving personal and professional 
goals, and financial independence. Self-employment, however, also carries some 
risk. If you are considering starting a business for the first time or are already 
in business, it is always best to do all you can to learn, research and plan your 
business venture in order to maximize your potential for success.

If you are just getting started, it is important to determine if you are ready 
for your business venture. Think about your level of preparation and commit-
ment. Running your own business often takes up more time and resources than 
initially anticipated or planned. The U.S. Small Business Administration offers 
online articles and assessment tools to help individuals consider the various 
facets and skills needed for successful business ownership. Find them at www.
sba.gov/smallbusinessplanner/plan/getready/index.html.

Preparing a business plan is another important step in starting a business. A 
business plan will help you organize your thoughts and explore the details of 
starting or managing your business. A well-thought-out business plan will clearly 
communicate business goals and strategies, help secure financing and assist in 
marketing products and services.

There are a number of organizations available to help prospective or current 
business owners receive training, research a new business idea or write a busi-
ness plan: 

Research Resources
Fairfax County Public Library (FCPL) offers a variety of print materials, busi-
ness guides, online databases and services that can help meet business and market 
research needs of business owners. The largest business-oriented print collections 
are located at the Tysons-Pimmit, Reston, Fairfax City and Sherwood Regional 
Libraries. Individuals with a FCPL card can also access more than 40 special 
business-oriented online resources through the library’s Web site (www.fairfaxcouty.
gov/libraries). George Mason University’s Fenwick Library has an extensive 
collection of electronic databases and statistical data for business research. For more 
detailed information on these and other market research resources, see pages 117-122. 

Training and Technical Assistance Resources
Small Business Development Centers (SBDCs), located throughout northern 
Virginia, provide business assistance, counseling and training to current and aspiring 
entrepreneurs. George Mason University’s Mason Enterprise Center (see page 113-
114) serves as the lead center for SBDCs across Virginia. 
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The Community Business Partnership (see page 110), an SBDC, offers com-
prehensive services through a variety of programs: the Business Finance Center, 
Financial Education Center for Women Entrepreneurs, the Business Incubation 
Center and the Women’s Business Center of Northern Virginia. 

SCORE, counselors to America’s small business provides one-on-one 
counseling services to entrepreneurs. SCORE appointments are currently available 
through the Fairfax County Economic Development Authority (see page 110). For 
additional information about SCORE, see page 111.

A number of higher education institutions and Fairfax County Public 
Schools Adult and Community Education Program offer credit and/or 
non-credit courses in accounting, business administration, marketing and human 
resource management. See pages 70-74 for more information.

For assistance with financial planning, the Virginia Society of Certified Public 
Accountants (VSCPA) provides referrals to licensed CPAs. Visit 
VSCPA’s CPA Referral Online at www.vscpa.org/Public/Referral/FindCPAList.aspx. 

For assistance with legal matters, the Fairfax Bar Association and the Virginia 
Bar Association provide a lawyer referral and information service. See page 139 
for details. 

n Choose a form of Business Ownership 

One of the first decisions an entrepreneur will make is choosing a form of owner-
ship for a new business venture. This initial decision can have a wide-ranging impact 
on the business, including determining its tax bill, the amount of personal liability 
exposure, control, cost of formation and the ability to raise capital, among others. 

A brief summary of the different legal types of businesses is listed below. Following this 
section is business registration information for each of the business forms discussed.

A sole proprietorship is a business owned and managed by one individual. Most 
businesses initially begin as a sole proprietorship with little or no regulatory red 
tape. This form of business ownership is the easiest to begin and end. 

A partnership is an association of two or more people who co-own a business 
together. Owners share the responsibilities, assets, liabilities, profits and loss of the 
business based on terms of a verbal or written partnership agreement. A written 
partnership agreement is not legally required; however, it is wise to develop an 
agreement spelling out terms and conditions of the partnership. If desired, an at-
torney can help with the development of a partnership agreement. 

There are different kinds of partnerships:

•	 General partnership. General partners share in the ownership and 
management of the business. Each general partner has unlimited personal 
liability and takes an active role in the management of the business. There 
must be at least one general partner in a business partnership.
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•	 Limited partnership. Limited partners have limited financial liability and do 
not take an active role in the management of the business. Financial liability for 
a limited partner is up to the amount he/she has invested in the business. 

•	 Limited liability partnership. A limited liability partnership is a busi-
ness where partners are given the same limited liability protection as a 
professional corporation.

A corporation is the most complex of the major forms of business ownership. A 
corporation is a legally separate entity and provides limited liability protection for 
its owners. A corporation may conduct business transactions and pay taxes sepa-
rately from its owners. 

When a corporation is created, it is subject to reporting requirements, regulations 
and restrictions of the state in which it is initially incorporated (where it is a domestic 

Sole Proprietorship Partnership Regular Corporation S-Corporation Limited Liability Company

Legal Liability Unlimited Unlimited for partners 
Limited for limited partners Limited Limited Limited

Continuity of Entity Limited to life of  proprietor Limited unless provided for  
in a partnership agreement Unlimited Unlimited Varies; can affect tax  

status of  the entity

Transfer of Interest Difficult Difficult unless provided for 
in a partnership agreement

Readily accomplished  
through stock transfer

Readily accomplished 
through stock transfer

Varies; can affect tax  
status of  the entity

Acquisition of Capital Limited to what proprietor 
can secure

Easier than sole proprietorship  
since shared by partners

Acquired by issuing stock  
or bonds Acquired by issuing stock Shared by members

Taxation of Income Directly to owner
Directly to partners in  
proportions agreed upon  
by partners

Taxed once at corporate  
level and again at shareholder 
level when distributed  
(usually as individuals)

Taxed directly to  
shareholders (no  
double taxation)

Generally taxed as a  
partnership (though  
classification may result  
in corporate taxation)

Administrative and  
Legal Costs Lowest Medium Highest Highest Similar to corporation

Fringe Benefits Generally not deductible Generally not deductible  
for partners

Deductible, but subject to 
many rules (mainly non- 
discrimination)

Generally not deductible 
for over 2 percent share-
holders in firm

Depends on tax status

Major Advantage(s) Independence, flexibility, 
minimal red tape

Chance of  business success 
enhanced if  right combination 
of  partners

Limited liability
Limited liability without 
double taxation of   
regular corporation

Limited liability with  
partnership tax treatment; 
fewer ownership restric-
tions than S-corporation

Major Drawback(s)
Unlimited liability—a  
problem if  business has  
financial difficulties

Unlimited liability; frequent  
changes in partners can be  
difficult

Greater cost, government 
regulations and red tape; 
double taxation of  income

Not every corporation 
qualifies for S- status; more 
limits on fringe benefits

Inconsistent state tax  
treatment

  Legal Structure of a Business 	 Source: Virginia Small Business Development Center Network
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corporation) and any other state in which it chooses to do business (where it will 
be treated as a foreign corporation). Corporations formed in foreign countries 
and that do business in the United States are referred to as alien corporations. S-
corporations (a sub-category of corporations chosen primarily for tax reasons) pass 
through profits and losses to shareholders.

A limited liability company (LLC) is a hybrid business with select corporate 
and partnership characteristics. An LLC is a separate legal entity distinct from its 
owners and provides partners with limited liability protection. 

The matrix spanning these two pages compares the different types of legal struc-
tures and lists the potential impacts on a business, as well as the advantages and 
disadvantages of each ownership type.

  Legal Structure of a Business 	 Source: Virginia Small Business Development Center Network
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n Business Formation, Registration and 		
	 Licensing Requirements

Based on the type of business ownership selected and the industry in which a business 
operates, various registration and licensing requirements listed below may apply.

Business, Professional and Occupational License
All businesses, including home-based enterprises and self-employed individuals, 
that are located or operating in Fairfax County and have gross annual receipts 
greater than $10,000 must have a Business, Professional and Occupational License 
(BPOL). New businesses must file a BPOL application within 75 days of the date 
the business began operations in Fairfax County. Business license renewal applica-
tions must be filed and taxes paid each year by March 1. (For details on BPOL tax 
rates, see pages 78-79 in the “Business Taxes” section of this publication)

Businesses located within the town limits of Clifton, Herndon and Vienna, and 
in the incorporated cities of Fairfax and Falls Church are not subject to Fairfax 
County’s BPOL registration and tax, but other business license requirements in 
those jurisdictions may apply. 

In addition to BPOL, other licenses and permits may be required to operate a busi-
ness in Fairfax County, depending on the nature of the business and other qualifying 
factors. These include home-based businesses, for which a home occupation per-
mit may be needed (see pages 42-43), home child care/day care facilities (see page 
50), and certain occupations for which a specific occupational license is required 
(see pages 61-63). 

For more information on BPOL requirements, contact:

Fairfax County Department of Tax Administration  
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 223 
Fairfax, VA 22035 
Tel: 703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594; Fax: 703-324-3929 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dta/business_tax.htm

Franchise Registration
The Commonwealth of Virginia requires franchisors to register with the Virginia 
State Corporation Commission.

For more information, contact:

Virginia State Corporation Commission 
Division of Securities and Retail Franchising  
P.O. Box 1197 
Richmond, VA 23218-1197 
Tel: 804-371-9051; TTY: 703-371-9206; Toll-free (VA only): 800-552-7945 
Fax: 804-371-9911 
www.scc.virginia.gov/srf
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Corporation Registration 
To become incorporated in the Commonwealth of Virginia, an organization must 
file articles of incorporation with the Virginia State Corporation Commission and 
pay the required fees. 

General guidelines include the following:

•	 Incorporators do not have to be Virginia residents.

•	 Initially, corporations are not required to have stockholders or minimum 
paid-in capital.

•	 The corporate name of a stock corporation must include the word “corpo-
ration,” “company,” “incorporated” or “limited,” or abbreviation of one of 
these words.

•	 The corporate name must be distinguishable on the records of the com-
mission from the name of any other business entity of record.

•	 Businesses incorporated in Virginia must maintain a registered agent and a 
registered office in the state.

•	 Corporations doing business in Virginia must submit an annual report to 
the Virginia State Corporation Commission.

The following fees apply to Virginia corporations:

•	 Charter fee: The charter fee for a stock corporation is based on the 
number of authorized shares of stock shown in the articles of incorpo-
ration. The rates are $50 for every 25,000 shares of stock or fraction 
thereof up to 1 million shares and $2,025 for more than 1 million shares of 
stock. The charter fee for non-stock corporations is $50.

•	 Filing fee: $25.

•	 Annual fee: All corporations authorized to transact business in Virginia 
must pay an annual registration fee. The fee is $100 for corporations with 
5,000 or fewer shares of authorized capital stock. Corporations with 
more than 5,000 shares pay $100, plus $30 for each additional 5,000 
shares (or fractions thereof), up to a maximum fee of $1,700. Non-stock 
corporations organized after 1970 pay $25.

A corporation incorporated outside Virginia but doing business in Virginia (i.e., a “for-
eign” corporation) must first obtain a Certificate of Authority (see page 13) from the 
Virginia State Corporation Commission before it may transact business in the state.

For more information, contact:

Virginia State Corporation Commission – Clerk’s Office 
P.O. Box 1197 
Richmond, VA 23218-1197 
Tel: 804-371-9733; TTY: 804-371-9206; Toll-free (VA only): 866-722-2551 
Fax: 804-371-9133 
www.scc.virginia.gov
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For charter/entrance fees: www.scc.virginia.gov/publicforms/165/cht_fee.pdf

For annual fees: www.scc.virginia.gov/publicforms/167/an_fee.pdf

For corporation forms: www.scc.virginia.gov/clk

Non-Corporate Registration

Business Trusts

A business trust is created under Virginia law by filing articles of trust with the Vir-
ginia State Corporation Commission. The filing fee is $100. 

Limited Liability Companies

A limited liability company (LLC) is created under Virginia law by filing articles of 
organization with the Virginia State Corporation Commission. The filing fee is $100. 
An LLC must choose whether to be taxed as a corporation, partnership or sole 
proprietorship (see pages 81-82).

Partnerships

•	 General partnerships: General partnerships may but are not required to 
file a statement of  partnership authority with the Virginia State Corporation 
Commission. The filing fee is $25.

•	 Limited partnerships: Limited partnerships are formed by filing certifi-
cates of  limited partnership with the Virginia State Corporation Commis-
sion. The filing fee is $100.

Both general and limited partnerships may register as a limited liability partnership 
(LLP) by filing a Statement of Registration with the Virginia State Corporation Com-
mission. The filing fee is $100. Additionally, an annual continuation report must be 
filed for LLPs. The cost is $50 per year and is due July 1.

Submit checks and forms to:

Virginia State Corporation Commission – Clerk’s Office 
P.O. Box 1197 
Richmond, VA 23218-1197 
Tel: 804-371-9733; TTY: 804-371-9206; Toll-free (VA only): 866-722-2551 
Fax: 804-371-9133 
www.scc.virginia.gov

For forms and fees: www.scc.virginia.gov/division/clk/fee_bus.htm

Sole Proprietorships

Sole proprietorships are not subject to state regulation, except when an occupa-
tional license is required (see pages 60-63). Examples of occupations requiring state 
licenses include attorneys, contractors and insurance brokers. 



Doing Business in Fairfax County	 13

G
ettin

g S
tarted

All businesses, including home-based enterprises and self-employed individuals, that 
are located or operating in Fairfax County and have gross annual receipts greater 
than $10,000 must obtain a Business, Professional and Occupational License (BPOL) 
from the Fairfax County Department of Tax Administration (see pages 78-79).

Out-of-State (Foreign) Firms Transacting Business  
in Virginia

Foreign Corporations

A corporation incorporated outside Virginia (a “foreign corporation”) but doing 
business in Virginia must obtain a Certificate of Authority from the Virginia State 
Corporation Commission.

Payment of the following fees also is required:

•	 Entrance fee: The entrance fee for a stock corporation is based on the 
number of  authorized shares of  stock shown in the corporation’s charter. 
The rates are $50 for every 25,000 shares of  stock or fraction thereof  up to 
1 million shares, and $2,025 for more than 1 million shares of  stock. Foreign 
corporations organized without capital stock pay a $50 entrance fee.

•	 Filing fee: $25.

•	 Annual fee: All corporations authorized to transact business in Virginia 
must pay an annual registration fee. The fee is $100 for corporations with 
5,000 or fewer shares of  authorized capital stock. Corporations with more 
than 5,000 shares pay $100 plus $30 for each additional 5,000 shares (or 
fractions thereof ), up to a maximum fee of  $1,700. Non-stock corporations 
organized after 1970 pay $25.

Foreign non-corporate entities

•	 A foreign business trust is created under the laws of  another state, 
country or jurisdiction. Every foreign business trust must register with the 
Virginia State Corporation Commission before transacting business in Vir-
ginia. The fee is $100.

•	 A foreign limited liability company (LLC) is created under the laws 
of  another state, country or jurisdiction. Every foreign limited liability com-
pany must register with the Virginia State Corporation Commission before 
transacting business in Virginia. The fee is $100.

•	 A foreign partnership is created under the laws of  another state, 
country or jurisdiction. It must register with the Virginia State Corporation 
Commission before it transacts business in Virginia. The fees are $25 for a 
general partnership, $100 for a limited partnership and $100 for a limited 
liability partnership.
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For more information, contact:

Virginia State Corporation Commission – Clerk’s Office 
P.O. Box 1197 
Richmond, VA 23218-1197 
Tel: 804-371-9733; TTY: 804-371-9206; Toll-free (VA only): 866-722-2551 
Fax: 804-371-9133 
www.scc.virginia.gov

For corporate charter/entrance fees:  
www.scc.virginia.gov/publicforms/165/cht_fee.pdf

For corporation forms:  
www.scc.virginia.gov/clk/dom_corp.aspx

For non-corporate registration forms and fees:  
www.scc.virginia.gov/clk/formfee.aspx

Securities Registration
Securities and persons offering or selling securities must be registered with the Vir-
ginia State Corporation Commission, or the securities transactions must be exempt 
under the Virginia Securities Act before they may be offered or sold. Investment 
advisors and investment advisor representatives also must be registered with the 
commission.

Rules, forms and additional information may be obtained from:

Virginia State Corporation Commission 
Securities and Retail Franchising Division 
P.O. Box 1197 
Richmond, VA 23218 
Tel: 804-371-9051; TTY: 703-371-9206; Toll-free (VA only): 800-552-7945 
Fax: 804-371-9911 
www.scc.virginia.gov

Occupational Licensing
Occupational licensing may be required, depending on the type of business. See 
pages 60-63 in the “Staffing” chapter of this publication. 

Registering a Business Name and Trademarks

Trade Name Registration 

A fictitious trade name is required if a business is conducted in Virginia under a 
name other than the owner’s legal name. No person, partnership, limited liability 
company or corporation may conduct or transact business in the Commonwealth 
under any assumed or fictitious name until a certificate is filed in the Circuit Court 
Clerk’s Office in every county or city in which the business is conducted, pursuant 
to §59.1-69 of the Code of Virginia. 
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A business registered with the State Corporation Commission may file a trade 
name at the local level if it is conducting business under a different name other 
than the name that is registered with the State Corporation Commission. If you 
are conducting business under the name registered with the State Corporation 
Commission, you are not required to file a trade name on the county level. Types of 
businesses registered with the State Corporation Commission are general partner-
ship, limited partnership, foreign limited partnership, corporation or limited liability 
company. 

A business registered with a Foreign State Corporation Commission must register 
with the Virginia State Corporation Commission as a foreign corporation before 
registering a trade name on the county level. 

You are strongly encouraged to consult with an attorney concerning the protection 
of your business trade name. A trade name filed at the local level does not have the 
same status as one filed with the State Corporation Commission. 

Individuals who register a trade name and do not reside in the Commonwealth are 
required to provide the name, address and phone number of a Virginia registered 
agent for purpose of service of process. 

The cost to file a fictitious trade name is $10, payable in cash, in-state business 
check, certified check or money order. Visa and Mastercard are also accepted (with 
a 4% processing fee) if filing in person. 

For more information, contact:

Fairfax County Circuit Court 
Clerk’s Office – Public Services Division 
4110 Chain Bridge Road, Suite 116 
Fairfax, VA 22030 
Tel: 703-691-7320, TTY: 711; Fax: 703/273-6534 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/courts/circuit/trade_name_info.htm

Trademark Registration

Any person who owns and uses a trademark in Virginia may register the trademark 
with the Virginia State Corporation Commission. The application fee is $30.

For more information, contact:

Virginia State Corporation Commission 
Securities and Retail Franchising Division 
P.O. Box 1197 
Richmond, VA 23218 
Tel: 804-371-9051; TTY: 703-371-9206; Toll-free (VA only): 800-552-7945 
Fax: 804-371-9911 
www.scc.virginia.gov

Other Licensing and Registration 
The following licensing and registration may apply to certain businesses based on the 
nature of their business operations.
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Food and Beverage

Alcoholic Beverage Licenses

The Virginia Department of  Alcoholic Beverage Control issues licenses based upon 
criteria such as beverage type, establishment type and/or place of  consumption. 
The licenses allow for the serving and/or sale of  wine, beer and/or mixed bever-
ages. Although the board has many types of  licenses, they fall within three categories: 
banquet, retail and compliance/industry licenses.

Banquet Licenses

Banquet licenses are for persons or groups who plan to host an event such as a wed-
ding reception, birthday party, family reunion, tasting, fundraiser, etc. where alcohol 
will be served in an unlicensed location or club. 

Retail Licenses

Retail licenses allow the sale of  alcohol at restaurants, hotels, convenience stores, 
grocery stores, gourmet shops, delicatessens, etc. 

Compliance/Industry Licenses

Compliance/Industry privileges are granted to shippers, wholesalers, importers, 
manufacturers, etc. 

Sellers and distributors of  alcoholic beverages also must be licensed by the Fairfax 
County Department of  Tax Administration. 

For more information, contact:

Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 223 
Fairfax, VA 22035 
Tel: 703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594; Fax: 703-324-3500 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dta

Virginia ABC Board – Northern Virginia Regional Office 
6308 Grovedale Drive 
Alexandria, VA 22310-2551 
Tel: 703-313-4432; Fax: 703-313-4444 
www.abc.virginia.gov

Food Service Permits

The Fairfax County Department of  Health issues permits for food service establish-
ments. The department conducts pre-opening and routine inspections to ensure 
compliance with Chapter 43.1 of  the Fairfax County Code (Food and Food Handling 
Code). Permits are not automatically transferred to new owners. When an existing 
food establishment is purchased, the new owner must obtain a permit to operate 
before opening. When opening a newly constructed food establishment, the permit-
ting process involves multiple county agencies and a plan review. In order to ensure a 
smooth permitting process, plans and applications should be submitted 30 days prior 
to the anticipated opening date. 
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•	 Establishments in newly constructed buildings and any establishments 
undergoing renovation or equipment changes must go through the De-
partment of  Health’s plan review process. A $325 plan review fee will be 
assessed. In addition, all establishments must pay an annual $100 permit 
application fee. Call 703-246-2510 for more information.

•	 Every permitted food service establishment in Fairfax County must have a 
Certified Food Manager (CFM) on duty at all times. Certified Food Manager 
certificates are issued through ORS Interactive in Falls Church. Contact 
ORS at 703-533-7600 for further information on CFM training and testing.

For more information, contact:

Fairfax County Department of Health, Food Safety Division 
10777 Main Street, Suite 111 
Fairfax, VA 22030 
Tel: 703-246-2444; TTY: 703-591-6435; Fax: 703-385-9568 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/service/hd

Motor Vehicle Requirements

Registration

Vehicles may be registered for one- or two-year periods at any Virginia Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles (DMV) full-service customer service center. Registrations 
can be renewed by mail, fax, telephone, online or at any customer service center. 
The annual registration fee is $38.75 for passenger cars, pickup trucks and taxicabs 
up to 4,000 pounds; $43.75 for passenger cars, pickup trucks and taxicabs up to 
6,500 pounds; $49.75 for pickup trucks from 6,501 to 7,500 pounds; and $26.75 for 
motorcycles. Two-year registration (for twice the annual fee) is available for insured 
vehicles weighing less than 55,000 pounds. The annual registration fee includes a $2 
emissions program fee for vehicles garaged in Fairfax County.

With limited exceptions, a motor vehicle in Fairfax County must pass emissions in-
spection and display a current Virginia vehicle safety inspection sticker before it can be 
registered. (See Emissions and Safety Inspections, page 18.) Motorists also must certify 
that they have liability insurance at the time of registration. Virginia charges a $500 an-
nual fee to uninsured motorists. This fee does not provide insurance coverage.

Vehicles registered in Fairfax County also must be reported to the Fairfax County 
Department of Tax Administration for personal property taxation purposes. (See 
Motor Vehicle Personal Property Tax Reporting, pages 85-87.)

For more information, contact:

Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles 
P.O. Box 27412 
Richmond, VA 23269 
Tel: (toll-free): 866-368-5436; TTY: 800-272-9268 
Fax: 804-367-6631 
www.dmv.virginia.gov
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Emissions Inspections

Emissions inspections are valid for two years. An emissions inspection should not 
cost more than $28. 

For more information, including the location of qualified emissions  
inspection stations, contact: 

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
Northern Virginia Regional Office 
13901 Crown Court 
Woodbridge, VA 22193 
Tel: 703-583-3900; TTY: 711; Fax: 703-583-3871 
www.deq.virginia.gov

Safety Inspections

Annual safety inspections cost $16 for a motor vehicle, $12 for a motorcycle and 
$51 for tractor trucks and vehicles with a seating capacity greater than 15. 

For more information, including the location of qualified safety inspec-
tion stations, contact:

Virginia State Police – Division 7 Headquarters 
9801 Braddock Road 
Fairfax, VA 22032 
Tel: 703-323-4500; TTY: 711 
www.vsp.virginia.gov

Motor Vehicles Personal Property Tax Reporting

New residents or those registering a vehicle for the first time must file a car tax reg-
istration form with the Fairfax County Department of Tax Administration (DTA) 
within 60 days of the date the vehicle was purchased or moved into the county. Mo-
tor vehicle personal property tax registration may be completed online, by mail, by 
phone or in person. Leased vehicles are subject to personal property tax.

For vehicle renewals, taxpayers are required to report only changes (such as 
name, address, vehicle ownership or vehicle location) by May 1 of each year. 

The personal property tax rate is $4.57 per $100 of assessed value. Annual 
personal property tax bills are due October 5. (For details on personal property 
tax, see pages 85-87).

Vehicle owners in the towns of Clifton and Herndon must purchase town 
decals (or tags in the case of Clifton) in addition to filing and paying personal 
property taxes to Fairfax County. Persons with an Alexandria, Clifton, Fairfax, 
Falls Church, Herndon or Vienna postal address should contact the DTA to 
determine where their vehicles must be registered.

For more information, contact:

Fairfax County Department of Tax Administration 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 223 
Fairfax, VA 22035 
Tel: 703-222-8234; TTY: 222-7594; Fax: 703-324-3929
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Financing

A key to a successful business start-up and expansion is the ability to obtain and 
secure needed financing. There are several sources to consider when looking for 
funding; be sure to explore all options before making a decision.

n Common Sources 

•	 Personal savings: The primary source of  capital for most new businesses 
are the personal savings and equity (the value of  owned property less 
money owed on it) of  the business owner. 

•	 Friends and relatives: Some entrepreneurs look to private sources such as 
friends and family when first starting out. Because of  the relationship with the 
business owner, they may be more inclined to invest in the business venture.

•	 Private angel investors: Private investors are often affluent individuals 
who invest in businesses in exchange for an ownership (equity) share of  the 
business. Private angel investors can often be identified through networking 
within business organizations. Local bankers and accountants also may be 
aware of  wealthy individuals interested in investing in a business venture.

•	 Venture capital companies: Venture capital companies are private, for-
profit organizations that invest in businesses they believe have high growth 
and profit potential. Venture capital firms make investments with the intent 
of  making a profit when they sell their equity stake in the business. See 
pages 22-24 for more information. 

•	 Public stock sales: Some entrepreneurs opt to sell shares of  stock in an 
incorporated business (a corporation) to investors. The process of  conduct-
ing public stock sales/initial public offerings is beyond the scope of  this book; 
however, the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission Web site provides 
more information on this topic (www.sec.gov/info/smallbus/qasbsec.htm). The 
Virginia State Corporation Commission also has regulations concerning the 
issuance of  stock. See page 14 in the “Getting Started” section of  this book.

•	 Commercial banks: Commercial banks are an important source for busi-
ness loans and are often second only to an entrepreneur’s personal savings 
as a source for financing a business venture. Banks make short-term loans 
(commercial loans, lines of  credit), intermediate and long-term loans. The 
Service Corps of  Retired Executives (SCORE) has summary information 
on how to obtain a loan on its Web site: www.score.org/60_guide_get_loan.
html. A number of  Fairfax County organizations including the Community 
Business Partnership  (see page 110), Mason Enterprise Center (see pages 
113-114) and SCORE  (see page 111) can provide business owners with 
technical assistance and advice on obtaining loans. The Fairfax County Eco-
nomic Development Authority also maintains a list of  top regional lenders 
for U.S. Small Business Administration lending programs.



Doing Business in Fairfax County	 21

F
in

an
cin

g

•	 Asset-based lenders: They allow small businesses to borrow money by 
pledging assets such as accounts receivable, inventory or purchase orders as 
loan collateral.

•	 Trade credit: Sometimes business owners can negotiate with vendors to 
extend credit in the form of  delayed payments for inventory and purchased 
goods.

More detailed information on public, private and nonprofit financing sources and 
technical assistance are listed throughout this chapter. Information is organized by 
financing type (e.g., bonds, equity, venture capital, etc.) 

n Bonds 

Fairfax County

Fairfax County Economic Development Authority (FCEDA)

Industrial Revenue Bond Financing

The Fairfax County Economic Development Authority has the legislative authority 
to issue private activity tax-exempt bonds to finance the acquisition of  land, building 
and new capital equipment for certain businesses and nonprofit organizations located 
in Fairfax County. These Industrial Revenue Bonds (IRBs) are available to 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organizations and small manufacturing businesses that meet the qualifica-
tions and restrictions defined in the U.S. Tax Code.

FCEDA’s experience with IRBs enables applications to be processed quickly and at 
significant cost savings to the borrower. A business or organization interested in such 
financing should first seek counsel from a professional accountant and an attorney.

For more information, contact:

Fairfax County Economic Development Authority 
8300 Boone Boulevard, Suite 450 
Vienna, VA 22182 
Tel: 703-790-0600; TTY: 711; Fax: 703-893-1269 
E-mail: info@fceda.org 
www.FairfaxCountyEDA.org

Virginia

Virginia Department of Business Assistance—  
Virginia Small Business Financing Authority (VSBFA)
VSBFA is the vehicle through which the Department of  Business Assistance provides 
funding support to Virginia businesses for the promotion of  economic development. 
Working with businesses, bankers, economic developers and other state agencies, 
VSBFA provides direct funding, credit enhancement and conduit bond programs for 
eligible new and expanding businesses in the Commonwealth. 
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Bond financing programs are highlighted in this section. Loan and loan guaranty financ-
ing programs are discussed on pages 28-33. 

Industrial Development Bonds (IDB) and the Umbrella IDB Program

VSBFA issues both tax-exempt and taxable IDBs statewide to provide creditworthy 
businesses with access to long-term, fixed-asset financing at favorable interest rates 
and terms. IDBs may be used to finance the acquisition, construction and equipping 
of  manufacturing facilities or qualified “exempt” projects such as solid waste disposal 
facilities. Taxable bonds (exempt from state income tax only) also may be issued 
through VSBFA for economic development projects. 

501(c)(3) Tax Exempt Bonds

Organizations certified as 501(c)(3) by the Internal Revenue Service (generally 
charitable entities) are eligible to apply for bond financing through VSBFA. 501(c)(3) 
organizations may use bond proceeds to cover costs associated with the construc-
tion or acquisition of  land and buildings, and for the purchase of  other capital assets 
including equipment. There is no dollar cap on 501(c)(3) facilities bonds. Lenders set 
pricing and structure.

For more information, contact:

Virginia Small Business Financing Authority 
707 East Main Street, Suite 300 
P.O. Box 446 
Richmond, VA 23218-0446 
Tel: 804-371-8254; TTY: 711; Fax: 804-225-3384 
www.vdba.virginia.gov

Fairfax County Economic Development Authority 
8300 Boone Boulevard, Suite 450 
Vienna, VA 22182 
Tel: 703-790-0600; TTY: 711; Fax: 703-893-1269 
E-mail: info@fceda.org 
www.FairfaxCountyEDA.org

n Equity 

Fairfax County

Fairfax County Economic Development Authority (FCEDA)

Capital Attraction Program

Venture capital is funding provided to start-up companies in exchange for a percent-
age of  ownership in the firms. Because of  the strong local markets in telecommuni-
cations, software development, Internet services/security and managed healthcare, 
20 venture capital companies have established offices in Fairfax County. In 2009, 23 
Fairfax County companies received $81 million in venture capital financing.
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FCEDA’s Capital Attraction Program enhances the county’s visibility as a loca-
tion for entrepreneurs to start and grow their businesses. The program helps the 
county attract venture capital with initiatives designed to increase seed and early-
stage investments in privately held emerging companies in Fairfax County. FCEDA 
publishes a fact sheet listing Fairfax County-based venture capital firms, equity 
investment organizations and selected venture capital events in the mid-Atlantic 
region.

For more information, contact:

Fairfax County Economic Development Authority 
Capital Attraction Program 
8300 Boone Boulevard, Suite 450 
Vienna, VA 22182 
Tel: 703-790-0600; TTY: 711; Fax: 703-893-1269 
E-mail: info@fceda.org 
www.FairfaxCountyEDA.org

Virginia

Center for Innovative Technology (CIT)
CIT seeks to close innovation gaps in the Commonwealth of  Virginia and the nation 
by focusing on inventive new technologies, entrepreneurs and technology compa-
nies. CIT works with seed and early-stage technology companies located in Virginia 
through its entrepreneur services. CIT Entrepreneur assists companies in leveraging 
both federal and private investment to grow their ventures through the Growth Ac-
celeration Fund (described below) and the Federal Funding Assistance Program (see 
page 25).

Growth Acceleration Program (GAP)

CIT GAP Funds make seed-stage equity investments in Virginia-based technology and 
life science companies with a high potential for achieving rapid growth and generating 
significant economic returns. 

For more information, contact:

Center for Innovative Technology 
2214 Rock Hill Road, Suite 600 
Herndon, VA 20170-4228 
Tel: 703-689-3080; TTY: 711; Fax: 703-464-1715 
E-mail: gap@cit.org 
www.citgapfunds.org

Washington, D.C., Region

Mid-Atlantic Venture Association (MAVA)
MAVA represents private equity and venture capital firms (with investment inter-
ests in the mid-Atlantic and beyond), entrepreneurs and their strategic partners. It 
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provides a wide range of programs, information and forums designed to stimulate 
revenue and company growth, facilitate quality deal flow, encourage collaboration, 
and foster relationships among entrepreneurs, investors, strategic partners and 
customers. Membership includes more than 500 venture capital professionals rep-
resenting nearly 125 firms with collectively more than $100 billion in capital under 
management. 

For more information, contact:

Mid-Atlantic Venture Association 
1600 Tysons Boulevard, Suite 575 
McLean, VA 22102 
Tel: 703-506-9300; TTY: 711; Fax: 506-9300 
E-mail: mava@mava.org 
www.mava.org

Federal

U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

Small Business Investment Company (SBIC) Program

SBICs—licensed and regulated by the SBA—are privately owned and managed 
investment firms that use their own capital, plus funds borrowed at favorable rates 
with an SBA guaranty, to make venture capital investments in small businesses. 
Most SBICs are profit-motivated businesses and provide equity capital, long-term 
loans, debt-equity investments and management assistance to qualifying small busi-
nesses. A directory of licensed SBIC companies can be found on SBA’s Web site at 
www.sba.gov/aboutsba/sbaprograms/inv/inv_directory_sbic.html.

Specialized Small Business Investment Company (SSBIC) Program

SSBICs operate the same way as SBICs. However, SSBICs are entitled to additional 
government leverage in return for agreeing to invest in, or loan to, small businesses 
owned by people who are socially or economically disadvantaged.

For more information, contact:

U.S. Small Business Administration 
409 3rd Street, SW 
Investment Division, 6th Floor  
Washington, D.C. 20416 
SBA Answer Desk (toll-free): 800-827-5722  
SBIC/SSBIC Programs: 202-205-6510 
TTY: 800-877-8339 
E-mail: sbic@sba.gov 
www.sba.gov/inv
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 Licenses, Permits and Regulations

License/Permit/Regulation	 Who Must Comply	 Whom to Contact	 Page

Air Pollution Control/	 Facilities emitting gases or particles 	 Fairfax County Department of  Health, Air Quality Section	 46-48 
Hazardous Materials Permits	 into the air	 703-246-2300; TTY: 703-591-6435	

	 Facilities with specified air emission units	 Virginia Department of  Environmental Quality	  
	 (incinerators, dry cleaners, certain fuel burners, etc.)	 703-583-3800; TTY: 804-698-4021

	 Facilities using or operating with any hazardous	 Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department  
	 material (physical, chemical, health or other)	 Fire Inspections Branch 
		  703-246-4849; TTY: 711

Alcoholic Beverage Licenses	 All retail outlets selling alcoholic	 Virginia ABC Board	 16 
	 beverages	 703-313-4432

		  Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration 
		  703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594	

Building Permits	 Those erecting or modifying	 Fairfax County Permit Application Center	 44 
	 building structures	 703-222-0801; TTY: 711

Business, Professional and	 All businesses located or operating in 	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration	 78-79 
Occupational Licenses (BPOL)	 Fairfax County with gross receipts of  at   	 703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594 
	 least $10,001 for the preceding year	

Business Trusts	 Those establishing a business trust in Virginia	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 12 
		  804-371-9733; TDD: 804-371-9206

Certificate of  Authority	 Corporations doing business in 	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 13 
	 Virginia but incorporated elsewhere	 804-371-9733; TDD: 804-371-9206

Child Labor Work Permits	 All employees	 Virginia Department of  Labor and Industry, Northern Virginia Region	 69 
		  703-392-0900; TTY: 711

		  Applications also are available at any Fairfax County high school.

Commercial Waste	 Businesses disposing of  their own 	 Fairfax County Department of  Public Works and Environmental Services, 
Disposal Permits	 generated waste; commercial disposal services	 Solid Waste Management Program	 47 
		  703-631-1179, TTY: 711

Contractor Licenses	 Practicing electrical, mechanical (heating, ventilation 	 Fairfax County Department of  Public Works and Environmental Services, 	 60-61	
	 and air conditioning), plumbing and home improvement 	 Code Enforcement Branch 
	 contractors	 703-324-1937, TTY: 711

		  Virginia Department of  Professional and Occupational Regulation,  
		  Board of  Contractors  
		  804-367-8511; TTY: 711	

Electrical Permits	 Those installing or replacing electrical	 Fairfax County Permit Application Center	 44-45 
	 equipment	 703-222-0801; TTY: 711

Employer Identification Number	 Businesses required to file federal tax	 U.S. Internal Revenue Service	 56	
	 documents	 800-829-1040; TTY: 800-829-4059
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 Licenses, Permits and Regulations

License/Permit/Regulation	 Who Must Comply	 Whom to Contact	 Page

Air Pollution Control/	 Facilities emitting gases or particles 	 Fairfax County Department of  Health, Air Quality Section	 46-48 
Hazardous Materials Permits	 into the air	 703-246-2300; TTY: 703-591-6435	

	 Facilities with specified air emission units	 Virginia Department of  Environmental Quality	  
	 (incinerators, dry cleaners, certain fuel burners, etc.)	 703-583-3800; TTY: 804-698-4021

	 Facilities using or operating with any hazardous	 Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department  
	 material (physical, chemical, health or other)	 Fire Inspections Branch 
		  703-246-4849; TTY: 711

Alcoholic Beverage Licenses	 All retail outlets selling alcoholic	 Virginia ABC Board	 16 
	 beverages	 703-313-4432

		  Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration 
		  703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594	

Building Permits	 Those erecting or modifying	 Fairfax County Permit Application Center	 44 
	 building structures	 703-222-0801; TTY: 711

Business, Professional and	 All businesses located or operating in 	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration	 78-79 
Occupational Licenses (BPOL)	 Fairfax County with gross receipts of  at   	 703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594 
	 least $10,001 for the preceding year	

Business Trusts	 Those establishing a business trust in Virginia	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 12 
		  804-371-9733; TDD: 804-371-9206

Certificate of  Authority	 Corporations doing business in 	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 13 
	 Virginia but incorporated elsewhere	 804-371-9733; TDD: 804-371-9206

Child Labor Work Permits	 All employees	 Virginia Department of  Labor and Industry, Northern Virginia Region	 69 
		  703-392-0900; TTY: 711

		  Applications also are available at any Fairfax County high school.

Commercial Waste	 Businesses disposing of  their own 	 Fairfax County Department of  Public Works and Environmental Services, 
Disposal Permits	 generated waste; commercial disposal services	 Solid Waste Management Program	 47 
		  703-631-1179, TTY: 711

Contractor Licenses	 Practicing electrical, mechanical (heating, ventilation 	 Fairfax County Department of  Public Works and Environmental Services, 	 60-61	
	 and air conditioning), plumbing and home improvement 	 Code Enforcement Branch 
	 contractors	 703-324-1937, TTY: 711

		  Virginia Department of  Professional and Occupational Regulation,  
		  Board of  Contractors  
		  804-367-8511; TTY: 711	

Electrical Permits	 Those installing or replacing electrical	 Fairfax County Permit Application Center	 44-45 
	 equipment	 703-222-0801; TTY: 711

Employer Identification Number	 Businesses required to file federal tax	 U.S. Internal Revenue Service	 56	
	 documents	 800-829-1040; TTY: 800-829-4059
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License/Permit/Regulation	 Who Must Comply	 Whom to Contact	 Page

Fire Department Inspections	 Those erecting or modifying building	 Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department, Fire Inspections Branch 	 45	
	 structures	 703-246-4849, TTY: 711

Food Service Permits	 All food establishments	 Fairfax County Department of  Health	 16-17 
		  703-246-2444; TTY: 711

Franchise Registration	 Franchise businesses operating in Virginia	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 10 
		  804-371-9051; TDD: 703-371-9206

Hazardous Materials	 Facilities using/operating with any hazardous 	 Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department 	 45-46 
	 material (physical, chemical, health or other)	  Fire Inspections Branch  
		  703-246-4849, TTY: 711

Home Child Care	 Persons providing child care at home who are not 	 Fairfax County Department of  Family Services, Office for Children	 50 
Facility Permits	 licensed by Virginia to provide such care 	 703-324-8100; TTY: 711

		  Providers who will care for six or more children should call the Virginia 
		  Department of  Social Services, Fairfax Licensing Office at 703-934-1505.

Home Occupation Permits	 Businesses located at residential addresses	 Fairfax County Department of  Planning and Zoning	 42-43 
		  703-222-1082, TTY: 711

Incorporation	 Organizations forming corporations in Virginia	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 11 
		  804-371-9733; TDD: 804-371-9206

Limited Liability Companies	 Those establishing a limited liability company in Virginia	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 12 
		  804-371-9733; TDD: 804-371-9206

Mechanical Permits	 Those installing or replacing mechanical equipment	 Fairfax County Permit Application Center	 44-45 
		  703-222-0801; TTY: 711

Non-Residential Use Permits	 Those building new office buildings or	 Fairfax County Department of  Planning and Zoning	 43 
(Non-RUP)	 changing the use of  building(s)	 703-222-1082, TTY: 711

Occupational Business Licenses	 Occupations and professions that require	 Multiple agencies	 60-62 
	 licensure at the local, state and/or federal level	

Partnerships	 Those establishing a business partnership in Virginia	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 12 
		  804-371-9733; TDD: 804-371-9206

Plumbing Permits	 Those installing or replacing plumbing equipment	 Fairfax County Permit Application Center	 44-45 
		  703-222-0801; TTY: 711

Recycling	 Owners of  office buildings or complexes with 200+   	 Fairfax County Solid Waste Management Program	 48 
	 occupants; owners of  other business properties 	 703-324-5230, TTY: 711 
	 generating 100+ tons of  solid waste/year		

Sole Proprietorships	 Sole owners of  businesses	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration	 12-13 
		  703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

Taxicab and Solicitors Licenses	 Taxicab operators/drivers, precious metal dealers, 	 Fairfax County Department of  Cable Communications and Consumer Protection	 60 
	 massage parlor operators, gun dealers and pawnbokers	 703-324-5966, TTY: 711
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License/Permit/Regulation	 Who Must Comply	 Whom to Contact	 Page

Fire Department Inspections	 Those erecting or modifying building	 Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department, Fire Inspections Branch 	 45	
	 structures	 703-246-4849, TTY: 711

Food Service Permits	 All food establishments	 Fairfax County Department of  Health	 16-17 
		  703-246-2444; TTY: 711

Franchise Registration	 Franchise businesses operating in Virginia	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 10 
		  804-371-9051; TDD: 703-371-9206

Hazardous Materials	 Facilities using/operating with any hazardous 	 Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department 	 45-46 
	 material (physical, chemical, health or other)	  Fire Inspections Branch  
		  703-246-4849, TTY: 711

Home Child Care	 Persons providing child care at home who are not 	 Fairfax County Department of  Family Services, Office for Children	 50 
Facility Permits	 licensed by Virginia to provide such care 	 703-324-8100; TTY: 711

		  Providers who will care for six or more children should call the Virginia 
		  Department of  Social Services, Fairfax Licensing Office at 703-934-1505.

Home Occupation Permits	 Businesses located at residential addresses	 Fairfax County Department of  Planning and Zoning	 42-43 
		  703-222-1082, TTY: 711

Incorporation	 Organizations forming corporations in Virginia	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 11 
		  804-371-9733; TDD: 804-371-9206

Limited Liability Companies	 Those establishing a limited liability company in Virginia	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 12 
		  804-371-9733; TDD: 804-371-9206

Mechanical Permits	 Those installing or replacing mechanical equipment	 Fairfax County Permit Application Center	 44-45 
		  703-222-0801; TTY: 711

Non-Residential Use Permits	 Those building new office buildings or	 Fairfax County Department of  Planning and Zoning	 43 
(Non-RUP)	 changing the use of  building(s)	 703-222-1082, TTY: 711

Occupational Business Licenses	 Occupations and professions that require	 Multiple agencies	 60-62 
	 licensure at the local, state and/or federal level	

Partnerships	 Those establishing a business partnership in Virginia	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 12 
		  804-371-9733; TDD: 804-371-9206

Plumbing Permits	 Those installing or replacing plumbing equipment	 Fairfax County Permit Application Center	 44-45 
		  703-222-0801; TTY: 711

Recycling	 Owners of  office buildings or complexes with 200+   	 Fairfax County Solid Waste Management Program	 48 
	 occupants; owners of  other business properties 	 703-324-5230, TTY: 711 
	 generating 100+ tons of  solid waste/year		

Sole Proprietorships	 Sole owners of  businesses	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration	 12-13 
		  703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

Taxicab and Solicitors Licenses	 Taxicab operators/drivers, precious metal dealers, 	 Fairfax County Department of  Cable Communications and Consumer Protection	 60 
	 massage parlor operators, gun dealers and pawnbokers	 703-324-5966, TTY: 711
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License/Permit/Regulation	 Who Must Comply	 Whom to Contact	 Page

Trademark Registration	 Any person who owns/uses a trademark	 Fairfax County Circuit Court	 14-15 
	 in Virginia	 703-691-7320, TTY:711

		  Virginia State Corporation Commission 
		  804-371-9051; TDD: 703-371-9206

Wastewater Discharge Permits	 Any facility emitting potentially harmful 	 Fairfax County Department of  Public Works and Environmental Services,	 48-49 
	 substances through the wastewater system	 Industrial Waste Section 
		  703-550-9740, ext.252, TTY: 711

		  Virginia Department of  Environmental Quality  
		  703-583-3800

Workers’ Compensation	 Companies with three or more employees	 Virginia Workers’ Compensation Commission 	 64-65 
Insurance		  804-367-8699; 877-664-2566; TTY: 711

Miscellaneous Fairfax	 Operators of  health spas, commercial	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration	 60 
County Business Licenses	 swimming pools, auto graveyards, etc.	 703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

 Tax Requirements

License/Permit/Regulation	 Who Must Comply	 Whom to Contact	 Page

Annual Corporate	 All incorporated businesses conducting	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 11 
Registration Fee	 business in Virginia (domestic and foreign)	 804-371-9733; TDD: 804-371-9206

Business Personal	 All businesses in Fairfax County	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration	 85-87 
Property Tax		  703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

Business, Professional and	 All businesses in Fairfax County with gross	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration	 78-79 
Occupational License Tax (BPOL)	 receipts of  at least $10,001 for the preceding year	 703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

Consumer Utilities Taxes (local)	 All commercial operations utilizing	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration	 88-89 
	 telephone, gas and/or electricity	 703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

Corporate Income Tax	 All corporations in Virginia	 Virginia Department of  Taxation	 80	
		  804-367-8037, TTY: 711
		  U.S. Internal Revenue Service 
		  800-TAX-1040; 800-829-3676; TTY: 800-829-4059

Employer Withholding	 Employers with one or more employees	 Virginia Department of  Taxation	 82-83 
		  804-367-8037, TTY: 711
		  U.S. Internal Revenue Service 
		  800-TAX-1040; 800-829-3676; TTY: 800-829-4059

Limited Liability Companies	 Limited liability companies operating in Virginia	 Virginia Department of  Taxation	 80-82 
		  804-367-8037, TTY: 711

Limited Partnerships and	 Limited Partnerships and Limited Liability Partnerships	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 80-82 
Limited Liability Partnerships 	 operating in Virginia	 804-371-9733, TDD: 804-371-9206
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License/Permit/Regulation	 Who Must Comply	 Whom to Contact	 Page

Trademark Registration	 Any person who owns/uses a trademark	 Fairfax County Circuit Court	 14-15 
	 in Virginia	 703-691-7320, TTY:711

		  Virginia State Corporation Commission 
		  804-371-9051; TDD: 703-371-9206

Wastewater Discharge Permits	 Any facility emitting potentially harmful 	 Fairfax County Department of  Public Works and Environmental Services,	 48-49 
	 substances through the wastewater system	 Industrial Waste Section 
		  703-550-9740, ext.252, TTY: 711

		  Virginia Department of  Environmental Quality  
		  703-583-3800

Workers’ Compensation	 Companies with three or more employees	 Virginia Workers’ Compensation Commission 	 64-65 
Insurance		  804-367-8699; 877-664-2566; TTY: 711

Miscellaneous Fairfax	 Operators of  health spas, commercial	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration	 60 
County Business Licenses	 swimming pools, auto graveyards, etc.	 703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

 Tax Requirements

License/Permit/Regulation	 Who Must Comply	 Whom to Contact	 Page

Annual Corporate	 All incorporated businesses conducting	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 11 
Registration Fee	 business in Virginia (domestic and foreign)	 804-371-9733; TDD: 804-371-9206

Business Personal	 All businesses in Fairfax County	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration	 85-87 
Property Tax		  703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

Business, Professional and	 All businesses in Fairfax County with gross	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration	 78-79 
Occupational License Tax (BPOL)	 receipts of  at least $10,001 for the preceding year	 703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

Consumer Utilities Taxes (local)	 All commercial operations utilizing	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration	 88-89 
	 telephone, gas and/or electricity	 703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

Corporate Income Tax	 All corporations in Virginia	 Virginia Department of  Taxation	 80	
		  804-367-8037, TTY: 711
		  U.S. Internal Revenue Service 
		  800-TAX-1040; 800-829-3676; TTY: 800-829-4059

Employer Withholding	 Employers with one or more employees	 Virginia Department of  Taxation	 82-83 
		  804-367-8037, TTY: 711
		  U.S. Internal Revenue Service 
		  800-TAX-1040; 800-829-3676; TTY: 800-829-4059

Limited Liability Companies	 Limited liability companies operating in Virginia	 Virginia Department of  Taxation	 80-82 
		  804-367-8037, TTY: 711

Limited Partnerships and	 Limited Partnerships and Limited Liability Partnerships	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 80-82 
Limited Liability Partnerships 	 operating in Virginia	 804-371-9733, TDD: 804-371-9206
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License/Permit/Regulation	 Who Must Comply	 Whom to Contact	 Page

Partnerships	 Partnerships operating in Virginia	 Virginia Department of  Taxation	 80-82 
		  804-367-8037; TTY: 711

Real Property Tax	 Real property owners	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration 	 87-88 
		  703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

Sales and Use Tax	 Businesses and individuals making 	 Virginia Department of  Taxation	 88 
	 certain purchases	 804-367-8037, TTY: 711

		  Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration 	  
		  703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

Sole Proprietorships	 Sole proprietors operating in Virginia	 Virginia Department of  Taxation	 81 
		  804-367-8037, TTY: 711

Unemployment Insurance Taxes	 Businesses employing one or more persons for  	 Virginia Employment Commission (VEC)	 84-85 
	 20 or more weeks during a calendar year, or if 	 804-786-1485, TTY: 711 
	 they pay wages of  $1,500 or more during a 	 VEC Alexandria Workforce Center 
	 calendar quarter	 703-813-1300 
		  U.S. Internal Revenue Service 
		  800-TAX-1040; 800-829-3676; TTY: 800-829-4059

Utility Consumption Tax (state)	 All commercial operations using natural gas	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 89 
	 and electricity	 804-371-9480; TDD: 804-371-9206

 Motor Vehicle Requirements

License/Permit/Regulation	 Who Must Comply	 Whom to Contact	 Page

Motor Vehicle	 Vehicles housed in Fairfax County	 Virginia Department of  Environmental Quality	 18 
Emissions Inspections		  703-583-3800, TTY: 711

Motor Vehicle 	 Vehicles housed in Fairfax County	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration	 18, 85-87 
Personal Property Tax		  703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

Motor Vehicle 	 Vehicles housed in Virginia	 Virginia Department of  Motor Vehicles	 17 
Registration		  866-368-5436, TTY: 800-272-9268

Motor Vehicle 	 Vehicles housed in Fairfax County	 Virginia State Police	 18 
Safety Inspections		  703-323-4500, TTY: 711
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License/Permit/Regulation	 Who Must Comply	 Whom to Contact	 Page

Partnerships	 Partnerships operating in Virginia	 Virginia Department of  Taxation	 80-82 
		  804-367-8037; TTY: 711

Real Property Tax	 Real property owners	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration 	 87-88 
		  703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

Sales and Use Tax	 Businesses and individuals making 	 Virginia Department of  Taxation	 88 
	 certain purchases	 804-367-8037, TTY: 711

		  Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration 	  
		  703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

Sole Proprietorships	 Sole proprietors operating in Virginia	 Virginia Department of  Taxation	 81 
		  804-367-8037, TTY: 711

Unemployment Insurance Taxes	 Businesses employing one or more persons for  	 Virginia Employment Commission (VEC)	 84-85 
	 20 or more weeks during a calendar year, or if 	 804-786-1485, TTY: 711 
	 they pay wages of  $1,500 or more during a 	 VEC Alexandria Workforce Center 
	 calendar quarter	 703-813-1300 
		  U.S. Internal Revenue Service 
		  800-TAX-1040; 800-829-3676; TTY: 800-829-4059

Utility Consumption Tax (state)	 All commercial operations using natural gas	 Virginia State Corporation Commission	 89 
	 and electricity	 804-371-9480; TDD: 804-371-9206

 Motor Vehicle Requirements

License/Permit/Regulation	 Who Must Comply	 Whom to Contact	 Page

Motor Vehicle	 Vehicles housed in Fairfax County	 Virginia Department of  Environmental Quality	 18 
Emissions Inspections		  703-583-3800, TTY: 711

Motor Vehicle 	 Vehicles housed in Fairfax County	 Fairfax County Department of  Tax Administration	 18, 85-87 
Personal Property Tax		  703-222-8234; TTY: 703-222-7594

Motor Vehicle 	 Vehicles housed in Virginia	 Virginia Department of  Motor Vehicles	 17 
Registration		  866-368-5436, TTY: 800-272-9268

Motor Vehicle 	 Vehicles housed in Fairfax County	 Virginia State Police	 18 
Safety Inspections		  703-323-4500, TTY: 711
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 Index
Symbols
7(a) CAPLine Program..............................See Loans/Loan Guaranty: U.S. Small Business Administration
501c3 Tax Exempt Bonds....................................................................................................................21-22

A
Accelerators............................................................................................................ See Business Incubators
Adult Education................................................................................................................................7, 70-74
Air Pollution Control.................................................................................................................. 46-47, 150
Airports............................................................................................. See Transportation: Air Transportation
Alcoholic Beverage Licenses............................................................................................................16, 150
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)..................................................................See Equal Opportunity
Amtrak..........................................................................See Transportation: Bus and Passenger Rail Service
Annandale Chamber of Commerce...................................................................................................... 107
Apprenticeship-Related Instruction........................................................................................................ 70
Arts Council of Fairfax County.......................................................................................................134-135
Assistance with Choosing a Location for Your Business....................................................................... 37
Associations.............................................................................................................................................106
Attorneys........................................................................................................................................ See Legal

B
Bar Associations............................................................................................................................. See Legal
Basic 7(a) Loan Guaranty Program..........See Loans/Loan Guaranty: U.S. Small Business Administration
Better Business Bureau............................................................................................... See Consumer Affairs
Blight Abatement.......................................................................See Revitalization Tax Abatement Program
Bond Financing......................................................................................................................................21-22

Fairfax County Economic Development Authority.......................................................................... 21
Virginia Department of Business Assistance................................................................................21-22

BPOL.............................................................. See Business, Professional and Occupational License (BPOL)
British American Business Council........................................................................................................ 128
Brokerage Firms and Real Estate Service Companies........................................................................... 37
Building, Construction, Land Development Permits and Requirements......................................44-46

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Requirements.................................................................... 45
Building Permits............................................................................................................................44, 150
Electrical, Mechanical and Plumbing Permits...............................................................................44-45
Fire Department Inspections/Permits......................................................................................... 45-46
Land and Site Development................................................................................................................44

	 See also Permits, Processes and Requirements
	 See also Environmental Permits and Requirements
Bus and Passenger Rail Service.......................................................................................................141-143

Amtrak................................................................................................................................................. 143
Other Bus Service Providers......................................................................................................142-143

Fairfax Connector......................................................................................................................... 142
FASTRAN....................................................................................................................................... 142
Greyhound-Trailways.................................................................................................................... 142
Loudoun County Office of Transportation Services................................................................. 142
Potomac and Rappahannock Transportation Commission (PRTC)......................................... 142
Reston Internal Bus Service (RIBS) and Tysons Shuttle............................................................. 143

Virginia Railway Express (VRE)......................................................................................................... 143
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority......................................................................... 141

Business Alliance for Innovation and Entrepreneurship...................................................................... 107
Business and Market Research Resources.................... See Information and Market Research Resources
Business Finance Group, Inc.................................................................................................................... 29
Business Financing....................................................................................................................See Financing
Business Formation, Registration and Licensing...................................................................... 10-18, 146

Business, Professional and Occupational License............................................................................. 10
Corporation Registration............................................................................................................... 11-12
Franchise Registration.......................................................................................................................... 10
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Motor Vehicle Requirements......................................................................................................... 17-18
Non-Corporate Registration......................................................................................................... 12-13
Occupational Licensing........................................................................................................................ 14
Other Licensing and Registration..................................................................................................15-17
Out-of-State (Foreign) Firms Transacting Business in Virginia...................................................13-14
Reference Materials............................................................................................................................ 146
Registering a Business Name and Trademarks.......................................................................14, 14-15
Securities Registration......................................................................................................................... 14

Business Income Taxes.......................................................................................................................80-81
Corporations................................................................................................................................80, 154
“Pass-through” Entities (S-Corporations, LLCs and Partnerships)................................................80
Sole Proprietorships............................................................................................................................ 81

Business Incubators................................................................................................................................... 38
Community Business Partnership Business Incubation Center....................................................... 38
Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce: INCspire......................................................................... 38
InnoHungary Technology Center....................................................................................................... 38
Teqcorner.............................................................................................................................................. 38

Business Ownership, Forms of...............................................................................................................7-8
Business Partnerships (Public-Private Partnerships)................................................................... 106-107

Fairfax County Office of Public Private Partnerships (OP3).................................................106, 146
Fairfax County Public Schools—Business and Community Partnerships............................ 107, 146

Business Personal Property...........................................................................................See Property Taxes
Business, Professional and Occupational License (BPOL)............................................................10, 150
Business, Professional and Occupational License (BPOL) Tax............................................... 78-79, 154

Exclusions and Adjustments................................................................................................................ 79
Tax Rates......................................................................................................................................... 78-79

Business Services and Resources................................................................................................... 105-148
Business Development and Networking Resources....................................................................106-116

Associations........................................................................................................................................106
Business Partnerships (Public-Private Partnerships).............................................................. 106-107
Chambers of Commerce and Business Membership Organizations.....................................107-109
Economic and Business Development......................................................................................110-116
Information and Market Research Resources.......................................................................... 117-122
International Business Development Resources......................................................................123-129
Other Services and Resources...................................................................................................135-146
Reference Materials.....................................................................................................................146-147
Small, Minority and Woman-Owned Business Assistance.....................................................129-133
Tourism.........................................................................................................................................133-134

Business Trusts..................................................................................................................................12, 150

C
Cable Television........................................................................................................................................ 50
Canadian American Business Council................................................................................................... 128
Capital Attraction Program........ See Equity Financing: Fairfax County Economic Development Authority
Career Development/Continuing Education............See Staffing: Training and Development Resources
Car Registration.............................................................................................................. See Motor Vehicles
Center for Innovative Technology......................................................................................23, 25, 112-113
Central Contractor Registry.................................................................................................................... 92
	 See also Government Procurement
Central Fairfax Chamber of Commerce............................................................................................... 107
Certificate of Authority.............................................................................................................. 11, 13, 150
Chambers of Commerce and Business Membership Organizations..........................................107-109
	 See also International Membership Organizations
Child Care................................................................................................................................................ 135

Fairfax County Employer Child Care Council................................................................................. 135
Fairfax County Office for Children................................................................................................... 135
Child Day Care Financing Program.See Loans/Loan Guaranty: Virginia Department of Business Assistance

	 See also Day Care Facilities
Child Labor................................................................................................................................................ 59

Child Labor Work Permits.......................................................................................................... 59, 150
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Clifton, Town of..........................................................................................................................78, 85, 112
Colleges and Universities........................................................................ See Education: Higher Education
Commercial Office Space (Leased or Owned)................................................................................ 39-40
Commercial Waste Collection.................................................................................................. 47-48, 150
Committee for Dulles............................................................................................................................. 107
Community Business Partnership (CBP)..................................................................... 7, 28, 38, 110, 130
Consumer Affairs.................................................................................................................................... 136

Better Business Bureau...................................................................................................................... 136
Fairfax County Department of Cable Communications and Consumer Protection.................. 136
Virginia Office of Consumer Affairs..........................................................................................136-137

Contractor Licenses............................................................................................................................... 150
Contract Work Hours and Safety Act, Davis-Bacon Act..................................................................... 58
Cooperative Education..........................................................................................See Recruiting Resources
Corporate Income Tax............................................................... See Business Income Taxes: Corporations
Corporation Registration............................................................................................................11-12, 152

Annual Corporate Registration Fee................................................................................................. 154
	 See also Out-of-State (Foreign) Firms Transacting Business in Virginia
Corporations......................................................................................................................... 8-9, 11, 80, 82
Crime Prevention.................................................................................... 8-9, 11-12, 80, 82, 137, 152, 154
CRiS...................................................See Fairfax County Community Resident Information Services (CRiS)

D
Day Care Facilities..................................................................................................................................... 50
Defense Loan and Technical Assistance (DELTA) Program.......................... See Loans/Loan Guaranty:
	 U.S. Small Business Administration
Disabled Workers..................................................................................................................................... 69
	 See also Americans with Disabilities Act
Dulles Airport.........................................................................See Washington Dulles International Airport
Dulles Area Transportation Association..............................................................................................108
Dulles Corridor Rail Association...........................................................................................................108

E
Economic and Business Development...........................................................................................110-116

Center for Innovative Technology (CIT).................................................................................. 112-113
Community Business Partnership (CBP)......................................................................................... 110
Fairfax County Economic Development Authority (FCEDA)................................................ 110-111
Greater Washington Initiative (GWI).............................................................................................. 116
Mason Enterprise Center – George Mason University........................................................... 113-114
SCORE—Counselors to America’s Small Business........................................................................ 111
Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation (SFDC)........................................................... 111-112
Towns of Clifton, Herndon and Vienna........................................................................................... 112
Virginia Department of Business Assistance (DBA)................................................................ 114-115
Virginia Economic Development Partnership (VEDP)............................................................ 115-116

	 See also Information and Market Research Resources
Education............................................................................................................................................... 67-74

Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS)............................................................................... 7, 67-68, 70
Adult and Community Education Program............................................................................... 7, 70
Internships and Cooperative Education........................................................................................ 67
Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology....................................................... 68

Higher Education............................................................................................................................ 68-73
George Mason University.................................................................................................. 68, 71, 72
Northern Virginia Community College....................................................................... 69, 71, 72-73
University of Virginia....................................................................................................................... 72
University of Virginia Northern Virginia Center.......................................................................... 73
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech).......................................72, 73

EIN........................................................................................................ See Employer Identification Number
Electrical Permits.........................................................................................................................44-45, 150
Electric Power........................................................................................................................................... 51
Employee Polygraph Protection Act....................................................................................................... 58
Employee Recruiting..............................................................................................See Recruiting Resources
Employer Identification Number.....................................................................................................56, 150
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Employer Taxes................................................................................................................................... 81-85
Employer Withholding........................................................................................................... 82-83, 154
Unemployment Insurance.............................................................................................................84-85

Employment Eligibility/Employment of Aliens................................................................................. 56-57
I-9 Form..................................................................................................................................... 56-57, 75

Employment Public Notice Requirements........................................................................................57-58
Environmental Permits and Requirements....................................................................................... 46-49

Air Pollution Control...................................................................................................................... 46-47
Commercial and Hazardous Waste Disposal Permits/Commercial Waste Collection........ 47-48
Recycling Requirements....................................................................................................................... 48
Wastewater Discharge Permits.................................................................................................... 48-49
Well Water Supplies and Individual Sewage Disposal System......................................................... 49

Equal Opportunity.................................................................................................................................... 59
Americans with Disabilities Act..............................................................................................45, 59, 75
Federal Public Notice Requirements.................................................................................................. 58

Equity Financing....................................................................................................................................23-24
Center for Innovative Technology...................................................................................................... 23
Fairfax County Economic Development Authority.....................................................................22-23
Mid-Atlantic Venture Association..................................................................................................23-24
U.S. Small Business Administration.................................................................................................... 24

eVA............................................................................................................................................................. 97
Executive Office Suites............................................................................................................................. 38
Export Administration Act (EAA)........................................................................................................ 124
Export-Import Bank of the United States.............................................................................................. 33
Export InfoCenter................................................................................................................................... 124
Export Working Capital Program............See Loans/Loan Guaranty: U.S. Small Business Administration

F
Fairfax, City of.....................................................................................................................................52, 78
Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce.......................................................................................108, 128
Fairfax County Circuit Court...........................................................................................................15, 154
Fairfax County Community Resident Information Services (CRiS).................................................. 117
Fairfax County Comprehensive Plan...................................................................................................... 41
Fairfax County Convention and Visitors Corporation................................................................133-134
Fairfax County Economic Development Authority (FCEDA)................See Fairfax County Government: 
	 Economic Development Authority
Fairfax County Employer Child Care Council.............See Child Care: Fairfax County Office for Children
Fairfax County Government

Department of Cable Communications and Consumer Protection.............................. 60, 136, 152
Department of Family Services, Office for Children................................................................50, 152
Department of Health............................................................................................ 47, 49, 60, 150, 152
Department of Housing and Community Development............................................................... 101
Department of Management and Budget........................................................................................ 118
Department of Planning and Zoning..............................................................................41-42, 43, 152
Department of Public Works and Environmental Services.....43, 44-45, 47-49, 59, 60, 101, 150, 154
Department of Purchasing and Supply Management................................................................ 98-100
Department of Systems Management for Human Services................................................... 119, 140
Department of Tax Administration........................10, 16, 18, 60, 79, 87, 88-89, 150, 152, 154, 156
Department of Transportation......................................................................................................... 144
Economic Development Authority..............2, 3, 7, 20, 21-23, 33, 37, 39, 54, 95, 98, 100, 103, 106,

	 110-111, 117, 123, 130, 147, 148
Fire and Rescue Department............................................................................... 46, 47, 138, 150, 152
GIS & Mapping Services..................................................................................................................... 119
Human Rights Commission...........................................................................................................45, 59
Office for Children............................................................................................................................. 135
Office for Women.............................................................................................................................. 131
Office of Public Affairs....................................................................................................................... 117
Office of Public Private Partnerships........................................................................................106, 145
Office of Revitalization and Reinvestment......................................................................................... 42
Permit Application Center................................................................................................................ 150
Police Department............................................................................................................................. 137
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Small Business Commission.......................................................................................................100, 131
Fairfax County Overview........................................................................................................................1-3

Business and Employment Facts........................................................................................................2-3
Map of Fairfax County........................................................................................................................... 1

Fairfax County Park Authority........................................................................................................98, 102
Procurement....................................................................................................................................... 102

Fairfax County Public Library.................................................................................................. See Libraries
Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS)............................................................7, 67-68, 70, 102, 107, 145

Business and Community Partnerships.............................................................................. 67, 107, 145
Procurement....................................................................................................................................... 102

	 See also Education: Fairfax County Public Schools
Fairfax County Recorded Information Line.......................................................................................... 117
Fairfax County Visitors Centers......................... See Fairfax County Convention and Visitors Corporation
Fairfax Water.............................................................................................................................. 52, 98, 100

Procurement.......................................................................................................................................100
Fair Labor Standards Act..............................................................................................................58, 63-64

Required Posters.................................................................................................................................. 58
Falls Church, City of............................................................................................................................52, 78
Family and Medical Leave Act.................................................................................................................. 58
FedBizOpps/Commerce Business Daily................................................................................................ 96	
Federal Funding Assistance Program.....................See Grants/Awards: Center for Innovative Technology
Federal Insurance Contribution Act (FICA).......................................................................................... 83
Federal Unemployment Tax (FUTA)................................................................................................ 84-85
Financing........................................................................................................................................19-33, 147

Bonds................................................................................................................................................21-22
Common Sources........................................................................................................................... 20-21
Equity................................................................................................................................................22-24
Grants/Awards............................................................................................................................... 25-27
Loans/Loan Guaranty.................................................................................................................... 28-33
Reference Materials............................................................................................................................ 147

Fire and Rescue.......................................... See Fairfax County Government: Fire and Rescue Department
Fire Department Inspections/Permits.....................................................................................45-46, 152
Fire Safety................................................................................................................................................. 138
Food and Beverage Licenses.................................................................................................................... 16

Alcoholic Beverage Licenses............................................................................................................... 16
Banquet Licenses.................................................................................................................................. 16
Compliance/Industry Licenses........................................................................................................... 16
Retail Licenses....................................................................................................................................... 16
Food Service Permits..............................................................................................................16-17, 152

Foreign Firms...........................................See Out-of-State (Foreign) Firms Transacting Business in Virginia
Foreign Trade Zone..... See International Business Development Resources: International Foreign Trade Zone
Franchise Registration.......................................................................................................................10, 152
French-American Chamber of Commerce of Washington, D.C....................................................... 128
FUTA Tax........................................................................................See Federal Unemployment Tax (FUTA)
FXVA..................................................................... See Fairfax County Convention and Visitors Corporation

G
George Mason University.................................................... 6, 33, 40, 68, 71, 72, 95, 113-114, 120, 131 

Career Development Center.............................................................................................................. 68
Fenwick Library..............................................................................................................................6, 120
Mason Enterprise Center............................................................................6, 33, 40, 95, 113-114, 131
Mentor-Protégé Program Office........................................................................................................ 95
Procurement Technical Assistance Program (PTAP)....................................................................... 96
Telework and Training Centers...........................................................................................................40

	 See also Education: Higher Education
German American Business Council..................................................................................................... 128
Getting Started.......................................................................................................................................5-18

Business Formation, Registration and Licensing Requirements.................................................10-18
Choose a form of Business Ownership.............................................................................................7-8
Learn, Research and Plan....................................................................................................................6-7

Government Procurement................................................................................................................91-103
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Additional Resources......................................................................................................................... 103
Cooperative Purchasing..................................................................................................................... 102
Fairfax County Government Contracting................................................................................. 98-102

Contracting for Construction Projects................................................................................101-102
Department of Housing and Community Development...................................................... 101
Department of Public Works and Environmental Services.................................................. 101
Fairfax County Public Schools................................................................................................. 102
Fairfax Water............................................................................................................................. 101
Park Authority........................................................................................................................... 102

Department of Purchasing and Supply Management (DPSM)............................................ 98-100
Office of Small Business.............................................................................................................. 99
Small Business Commission.....................................................................................................100

Fairfax County Economic Development Authority (FCEDA)..................................................100
Fairfax Water.................................................................................................................................100

Federal Government Contracting.................................................................................................92-97
Business Registration—Central Contractor Registry................................................................. 92
Federal Agency Small Business Development Programs and Resources..............................93-95

Federal Agency Offices of Small Disadvantaged Business Utilization (OSDBU)................. 95
Mentor-Protégé Programs......................................................................................................... 95
U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Business Service Center...........................93-95
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)...........................................................................93-95

Federal Market Information and Technical Assistance.......................................................... 96-97
FedBizOpps/Commerce Business Daily.................................................................................. 96
Federal Procurement Data Center........................................................................................... 96
Procurement Technical Assistance Program............................................................................ 96
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)—Office of Government Contracting............... 97

Other Contracting Programs....................................................................................................... 103
Reference Materials....................................................................................................................... 148
Virginia Government Contracting.............................................................................................97-98

Virginia Department of General Services Division of Purchases and Supply....................... 97
Virginia Department of Transportation.................................................................................... 98
Virginia Information Technologies Agency (VITA).................................................................. 98

Governor’s Opportunity Fund.............See Grants/Awards: Virginia Economic Development Partnership
Grants/Awards................................................................................................................................... 25-27

Center for Innovative Technology (CIT)........................................................................................... 25
U.S. Department of Commerce......................................................................................................... 26
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)....................................................................................26-27
Virginia Economic Development Partnership (VEDP)..................................................................... 25

Greater Falls Church Chamber of Commerce....................................................................................108
Greater McLean Chamber of Commerce............................................................................................108
Greater Merrifield Business Association, Inc.......................................................................................108
Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce.............................................................................................108
Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce.......................................................................................108
Greater Washington Initiative (GWI)................................................................................................... 116
Growth Acceleration Program............................. See Equity Financing: Center for Innovative Technology

H
Hazardous Materials...................................................................................................................45, 47, 152
Health Department............................................. See Fairfax County Government: Department of Health
Herndon Dulles Chamber of Commerce.............................................................................................108
Herndon, Town of.......................................................................................................... 53, 78, 85, 87, 112
Higher Education...................................................................................... See Education: Higher Education
Hispanic Equipment Loan.............................See Loans/Loan Guaranty: Community Business Partnership
Historic Overlay Districts...................................................................................................................41-42
Home-Based Businesses.......................................................................................................................... 38
Home Child Care Facility Permits...................................................................................................50, 152
Home Occupation Permits.................................................................................................................... 152
	 See also Occupancy Permits
HUBZone Empowerment Contracting Program.................................................................................. 94
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I
Immigration Services..................................... See U.S. Government: Citizenship and Immigration Services
Incorporation................................................................................................... See Corporation Registration
Incubators................................................................................................................ See Business Incubators
Industrial Development Bonds..............See Bond Financing: Virginia Department of Business Assistance
Industrial Revenue Bonds.............. See Bond Financing: Fairfax County Economic Development Authority
Information and Market Research Resources............................................................................... 117-122

Fairfax County Community Resident Information Services (CRiS).............................................. 117
Fairfax County Department of Management and Budget (DMB)................................................. 118
Fairfax County Department of Systems Management for Human Services (DSMHS)............... 119
Fairfax County Economic Development Authority........................................................................ 117
Fairfax County GIS & Mapping Services........................................................................................... 119
Fairfax County Office of Public Affairs............................................................................................. 117
Fairfax County Public Library.....................................................................................................119-120
Fairfax County Web Site................................................................................................................... 118
George Mason University Fenwick Library..................................................................................... 120
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments...................................................................... 121
National Trade Data Bank................................................................................................................. 121
Northern Virginia Association of Realtors®.................................................................................... 121
Northern Virginia Regional Commission......................................................................................... 121
STAT-USA........................................................................................................................................... 122
Virginia Business Pipeline................................................................................................................... 122
Virginia Employment Commission (VEC)........................................................................................ 122

International Business Development Resources..........................................................................123-129
Bureau of Industry and Security.................................................................................................124-125
Export-Import Bank of the United States........................................................................................ 125
Fairfax County Economic Development Authority (FCEDA)....................................................... 123
International Foreign Trade Zone..................................................................................................... 127
International Membership Organizations.................................................................................128-129
Mason Enterprise Center International Business Development Program................................... 114
Reference Materials.....................................................................................................................147-148
STAT-USA....................................................................................................................................125-126
Trade Information Center..........................................................................................................126-127
U.S. Trade and Development Agency.............................................................................................. 127
VEDP International Trade Development Division.......................................................................... 116
Virginia District Export Council........................................................................................................ 124
Virginia Economic Development Partnership (VEDP)............................................................123-124

International Membership Organizations......................................................................................128-129
International Trade Association of Northern Virginia........................................................................ 128
International Trade (IT) Loan Program........................... See Loans/Loan Guaranty: U.S. Small Business
	 Administration
Internships.................................................................................................................................................. 67
IRS........................................................................................See U.S. Government: Internal Revenue Service

L
Land and Site Development....See Building, Construction, Land Development Permits and Requirements
Leadership Fairfax, Inc....................................................................................................... See Volunteerism
Learn, Research and Plan........................................................................................................................6-9

Research Resources............................................................................................................................... 6
Training and Technical Assistance Resources...................................................................................6-9

Legal
Fairfax Bar Association.................................................................................................................. 7, 139
Lawyer Referral.................................................................................................................................. 139
Legal Structure of a Business............................................................................................................9-10
Virginia Bar Association................................................................................................................. 7, 139
Virginia Board of Bar Examiners......................................................................................................... 62

Libraries
Fairfax County Public Library.................................................................................................6, 119-120
George Mason University Fenwick Library.................................................................................6, 120



Doing Business in Fairfax County	 167

In
d

ex

Licenses and Permits...................................................................... 10-11, 13, 16-17, 43-44, 46-50, 59-62 
Air Pollution Control...................................................................................................................... 46-47
Alcoholic Beverage Licenses............................................................................................................... 16
Banquet Licenses.................................................................................................................................. 16
Building Permits....................................................................................................................................44
Business, Professional and Occupational License............................................................................. 10
Certificate of Authority................................................................................................................. 11, 13
Child Labor............................................................................................................................................ 59
Class C State Contractor Licenses..................................................................................................... 60
Commercial and Hazardous Waste Disposal Permits............................................................... 47-48
Compliance/Industry Licenses........................................................................................................... 16
Electrical Permits..................................................................................................................................44
Food Service Permits......................................................................................................................16-17
Home Child Care Facility Permit........................................................................................................ 50
Home Occupation Permits............................................................................................................ 42-43
Mechanical Permits...............................................................................................................................44
Non-Residential Use Permits.............................................................................................................. 43
Occupational Licenses and Permits.............................................................................................. 60-62
Plumbing Permits..................................................................................................................................44
Retail Licenses....................................................................................................................................... 16
Taxicab Drivers and Operators.......................................................................................................... 60
Wastewater Discharge Permits.................................................................................................... 48-49

Limited Liability Companies....................................................................................9, 12, 80, 82, 152, 154
Limited Partnerships and Limited Liability Partnerships.................................................See Partnerships
LLC............................................................................................................... See Limited Liability Companies
Loans/Loan Guaranty........................................................................................................................ 28-33

Business Finance Group, Inc................................................................................................................ 29
Community Business Partnership (CBP)........................................................................................... 28
Export-Import Bank of the United States.......................................................................................... 33
Overseas Private Investment Corporation....................................................................................... 33
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)................................................................................... 30-33
Virginia Department of Business Assistance (VDBA)................................................................ 29-30

Location Considerations.................................................................................................................... 35-54
Assistance with Choosing a Location................................................................................................. 37
Permits, Processes and Requirements..........................................................................................41-50
Utilities............................................................................................................................................. 50-52
Where to Operate Your Business................................................................................................38-40

M
Mason Enterprise Center...................................................................................................... 6, 33, 95, 131

International Business Development Program................................................................................ 114
Mentor-Protégé Program.................................................................................................................. 114
Procurement Technical Assistance Program (PTAP)...............................................................96, 114
Telework and Training Centers...................................................................................................40, 114
Virginia Small Business Development Center Network................................................................. 113

Mechanical Permits...........................................................................................................................44, 152
Meeting Planning/Travel............................................................................................................ See Tourism
Mentor-Protégé Programs............................................................................................................... 95, 114
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments..................................................................102, 121
Micro-Loan Program..................................See Loans/Loan Guaranty: U.S. Small Business Administration
Mid-Atlantic Venture Association......................................................................................................23-24
MIT Enterprise Forum of Washington-Baltimore...............................................................................109
Motor Vehicles...................................................................................................................................... 17-18

Emissions Inspections...................................................................................................................18, 156
Motor Vehicle Dealer Board............................................................................................................... 62
Personal Property Tax Reporting...................................................................................18, 86-87, 156
Registration................................................................................................................................... 17, 156
Safety Inspections.........................................................................................................................18, 156

Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce.......................................................................................109



168	 Fairfax County Economic Development Authority

N
National Airport..............................................................See Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport
National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)....................................................................... 26
National Trade Data Bank......................................................................................................See STAT-USA
Natural Gas................................................................................................................................................ 51
Non-Corporate Registration................................................................................................................... 12

Business Trusts..................................................................................................................................... 12
Limited Liability Companies................................................................................................................ 12
Partnerships.......................................................................................................................................... 12
Sole Proprietorships............................................................................................................................ 12

Non-Residential Use Permits...........................................................................................................43, 152
Northern Virginia Association of Realtors................................................................................... 109, 121
Northern Virginia Center........................................................................................................................ 73
Northern Virginia Community College................................................................................ 69, 71, 72-73

Center for Business Excellence......................................................................................................72-73
Cooperative Education Program........................................................................................................ 69
Technology Retraining Internship Program....................................................................................... 73

	 See also Education: Higher Education
Northern Virginia Regional Commission.............................................................................................. 121
Northern Virginia Technology Council.........................................................................................109, 128
Northern Virginia Transportation Alliance..........................................................................................109
Northern Virginia Workforce Investment Board............................................................................ 66-67

SkillSource Centers........................................................................................................................ 66-67
NOVA...........................................................................................See Northern Virginia Community College

O
Occupancy Permits............................................................................................................................. 42-43
Occupational Licenses and Permits.....................................................................................14, 60-63, 152

Fairfax County...................................................................................................................................... 60
Federal................................................................................................................................................... 63
Virginia..............................................................................................................................................61-62

Occupational Safety and Health.............................................................................................................. 57
Out-of-State (Foreign) Firms Transacting Business in Virginia........................................................13-14

Foreign Corporations.......................................................................................................................... 13
Foreign Non-Corporate Entities...................................................................................................13-14

Overseas Private Investment Corporation............................................................................................ 33

P
Partnerships........................................................................................................ 7-8, 12, 82, 152, 154, 156
Payroll and Wages............................................................................................................................... 63-64
Permits, Processes and Requirements...............................................................................................41-50

Building, Construction, Land Development Permits and Requirements.................................44-46
Environmental Permits and Requirements.................................................................................. 46-49
Non-Residential Use Permits.............................................................................................................. 43
Occupancy Permits........................................................................................................................ 42-43
Other Permits....................................................................................................................................... 50
Planning and Zoning Requirements...............................................................................................41-42

Planning and Zoning Requirements....................................................................................................41-42
Department of Planning and Zoning.................................................................................................. 41
Historic Overlay Districts..............................................................................................................41-42
Revitalization Districts and Areas....................................................................................................... 42

Plumbing Permits...............................................................................................................................44, 152
Police.................................................................................... See Crime Prevention; See also Motor Vehicles
Procurement...................................................................................................See Government Procurement
Procurement Technical Assistance Program (PTAP)....................................................................96, 114
Property Taxes.................................................................................................................................... 85-87

Business Personal Property.........................................................................................................85, 154
Motor Vehicles................................................................................................................................ 86-87

	 See also Real Property Tax
Public Libraries.......................................................................................................................... See Libraries



Doing Business in Fairfax County	 169

In
d

ex

Q
Quick Telephone Reference...........................................................................................................149-157

Licenses, Permits and Regulations.............................................................................................150-155
Motor Vehicle Requirements.....................................................................................................156-157
Tax Requirements.......................................................................................................................154-157

R
Real Property Tax....................................................................................................................... 87-88, 156

Revitalization Tax Abatement Program............................................................................................. 87
Recruiting Resources.......................................................................................................................... 65-69

Fairfax County Public Schools—Internships and Cooperative Education..................................... 67
George Mason University Career Development Center................................................................ 68
Northern Virginia Community College (NOVA) Cooperative Education Program..................... 69
Northern Virginia Workforce Investment Board....................................................................... 66-67
Senior Employment Resources (Fairfax County).............................................................................. 69
Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology............................................................ 68
Virginia Department of Business Assistance (VDBA)...................................................................... 67
Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services................................................................................. 69
Virginia Employment Commission...................................................................................................... 65

	 See also Training and Development Resources: Higher Education Resources
Recycling Requirements...................................................................................................................48, 152
Revitalization Districts and Areas........................................................................................................... 42
Revitalization Tax Abatement Program.................................................................................................. 87
Right-to-Work...........................................................................................................................................64
Road Construction.......................................................................................................... See Transportation
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport..................................................................................... 140

S
Salary and Compensation Data..........................................................................................................74-75
Sales and Use Tax..............................................................................................................................88, 156
SBA............................................................................. See U.S. Government: Small Business Administration
SBA 504 Program...................................................................................................................................... 29
	 See also Loans/Loan Guaranty: Business Finance Group, Inc.
Schools.....................................................................................................................................See Education
SCORE—Counselors to America’s Small Business.......................................................... 7, 20, 111, 131
S-Corporation........................See Corporations; See also Business Income Taxes: “Pass-through Entities”
Section 8(a) Minority Small Business Contract Set-Aside Program.................................................... 94
Section 504 Certified Development Company Program...................................... See SBA 504 Program
Securities Registration.............................................................................................................................. 14
Senior Employment................................................................................................................................... 69
Sewer Service............................................................................................................................................ 51
Shipping............................................................................................................................ See Transportation
SkillSource Centers......................................................See Northern Virginia Workforce Investment Board
Small Business Administration (SBA)...................... See U.S. Government: Small Business Administration
Small Business Development Centers............ See Virginia Small Business Development Center Network
Small Business Innovation and Research (SBIR) Program......See U.S. Government: U.S. Small Business
	 Administration
Small Business Investment Company (SBIC) Program...........See U.S. Government: U.S. Small Business
	 Administration
Small Business Set-Asides................................................................................................................... 93-94
Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) Program...........See U.S. Government: U.S. Small Business
	 Administration
Small, Minority and Woman-Owned Business Assistance.................. 20-33, 9, 113-116, 129-133, 147

Economic and Business Development...................................................................................... 113-116
Financing.......................................................................................................................................... 20-33
Procurement................................................................................................................................129-130
Office of Small Business....................................................................................................................... 99
Reference Materials............................................................................................................................ 147
Services.........................................................................................................................................130-133
Community Business Partnership..................................................................................................... 130



170	 Fairfax County Economic Development Authority

Fairfax County Economic Development Authority (FCEDA)....................................................... 130
Fairfax County Office for Women................................................................................................... 131
Fairfax County Small Business Commission.................................................................................... 131
Mason Enterprise Center.................................................................................................................. 131
SCORE—Counselors to America’s Small Businesses.................................................................... 131
U.S. Small Business Administration.................................................................................................. 131
Virginia Department of Minority Business Enterprise (DMBE)..................................................... 132
Virginia Minority Supplier Development Council........................................................................... 132
Virginia Small Business Development Center (SBDC) Network...........................................132-133
Women’s Business Center of Northern Virginia............................................................................ 133

Small Office Home Office Loans.................See Loans/Loan Guaranty: Community Business Partnership
Small Office Home Office (SOHO) Loan Initiative........ See Loans/Loan Guaranty: U.S. Small Business
	 Administration
Social Security and Medicare................................................................................................................... 83
Social Services Information.................................................................................................................... 140

Fairfax County Department of Systems Management for Human Services (DSMHS)............... 140
Sole Proprietorships.......................................................................................................7, 12, 81, 152, 156
Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation (SFDC)...........................................................37, 111-112
Specialized Small Business Investment Company (SSBIC) Program.....See Equity Financing: U.S. Small
	 Business Administration
Staffing...................................................................................................................................................55-75

Government Regulations and Tax Requirements....................................................................... 56-65
Recruiting Resources...................................................................................................................... 65-69
Salary and Compensation Data.........................................................................................74-75, 75-76
Training and Development Resources..........................................................................................70-74

Start-Up Checklist...................................................................................................................................... 4
State Corporation Commission........................ See Virginia Government: State Corporation Commission
State Council of Higher Education for Virginia....................................................................................... 62
State Loan Guaranty Program.... See Loans/Loan Guaranty: Virginia Department of Business Assistance
STAT-USA.........................................................................................................................................125-126
Subcontracts for Small Businesses/Small Disadvantaged Businesses............................................ 93-94
SUB-Net..................................................................................................................................................... 94
Surety Bond Guarantee Program.............See Loans/Loan Guaranty: U.S. Small Business Administration
Swedish-American Chambers of Commerce...................................................................................... 129

T
Taxes..................................................................................................................................................... 77-89

Business Income Taxes...................................................................................................................80-81
Business, Professional and Occupational License (BPOL) Tax.................................................. 78-79
Employer Taxes............................................................................................................................... 81-85
Obtaining an Identification Number............................................. See Employer Identification Number
Property Taxes............................................................................................................................... 85-87
Real Property Tax........................................................................................................................... 87-88
Reference Materials............................................................................................................................ 147
Sales and Use Tax.................................................................................................................................88
Utility Taxes.................................................................................................................................... 88-89

Taxicab Licenses...................................................................................................................................... 152
Telecommuting/Telework.......................................................................................................................40

Telework and Training Centers...................................................................................................40, 114
Telework!VA.........................................................................................................................................40

Telephone/Data Services........................................................................................................................ 52
Telephone Reference.......................................................................................................................149-157
Tourism.............................................................................................................................................133-134

Fairfax County Convention and Visitors Corporation............................................................133-134
Virginia Tourism Corporation........................................................................................................... 134

Trade Information Center...............................................................................................................126-127
Trademark Registration....................................................................................................................15, 154
Trade Name Registration....................................................................................................................14-15
Training and Development Resources

Apprenticeship-Related Instruction................................................................................................... 70
Fairfax County Public Schools—Adult Education............................................................................. 70



Doing Business in Fairfax County	 171

In
d

ex

Higher Education Resources..........................................................................................................71-74
Transportation................................................................................................................................ 140-144

Air Transportation......................................................................................................................140-141
Airports.......................................................................................................................................... 140
Washington Airports Task Force................................................................................................. 141
Bus and Passenger Rail Service..............................................................................................141-143

Amtrak....................................................................................................................................... 143
Other Bus Service Providers............................................................................................142-143
Virginia Railway Express (VRE)................................................................................................ 143
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA)............................................ 141

Employer Transportation Assistance............................................................................................... 143
Road Construction—Planning, Traffic Counts............................................................................... 144
Shipping—Marine and Inland Ports.................................................................................................. 144

Tysons Transportation Association.......................................................................................................109

U
Unemployment Insurance................................................................................................................ 57, 156
United States-Mexico Chamber of Commerce................................................................................... 129
University of Virginia – Northern Virginia Center................................ See Education: Higher Education
USA Trade Online...................................................................................................................See STAT-USA
U.S. Government...........................................................26, 29,56-58, 63, 81-82, 85, 131, 150, 154, 156 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives..................................................................... 63
Citizenship and Immigration Services................................................................................................ 57
Department of Commerce.........................................................................................26, 125, 126-127
Department of Labor........................................................................................................................... 58
Federal Communications Commission (FCC).................................................................................. 63
Food and Drug Administration (FDA)............................................................................................... 63
General Services Administration (GSA)............................................................................................ 93
Federal Procurement Data Center..................................................................................................... 96
Internal Revenue Service (IRS)................................................................56, 81-82, 85, 150, 154, 156
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)..................................................................................... 63
Small Business Administration (SBA)............................................................................................... 131

Loan Programs..................................................................................................................... 29, 30-33
Office of Government Contracting............................................................................................... 97
Procurement...............................................................................................................................93-95
SBIC and SSBIC Equity Financing Programs.................................................................................. 24
SBIR and STTR Programs...........................................................................................................26-27
Small Business Planner...................................................................................................................... 6

Trade and Development Agency...................................................................................................... 127
USINDIA Business Council – Washington, D.C.................................................................................. 129
Utilities................................................................................................................................................. 50-53

Cable Television.................................................................................................................................... 50
Electric Power....................................................................................................................................... 51
Natural Gas........................................................................................................................................... 51
Sewer Service........................................................................................................................................ 51
Telephone/Data Services.................................................................................................................... 52
Water Service..................................................................................................................................52-53

Utility Taxes...............................................................................................................................................88
Consumer Utilities Taxes......................................................................................................88-89, 154
Utility Consumption Tax..............................................................................................................89, 156

V
VEC............................................................................... See Virginia Government: Employment Commission
Vehicle Emissions Inspections........................................................................................ See Motor Vehicles
Vehicle Safety Inspections.............................................................................................. See Motor Vehicles
Venture Capital......................................................................................................................................... 20
Vienna, Town of.............................................................................................................. 53, 78, 85, 87, 112
ViennaTysons Regional Chamber of Commerce.................................................................................109
Virginia ABC Board...........................................................................................................................16, 150
Virginia Business Information Center (VBIC)...................................................................................... 114
Virginia Business Opportunities (VBO)..........................................................................................See eVA



172	 Fairfax County Economic Development Authority

Virginia Business Pipeline........................................................................................................................ 122
Virginia Capital Access Program.See Loans/Loan Guaranty: Virginia Department of Business Assistance
Virginia Chamber of Commerce...........................................................................................................109
Virginia District Export Council............................................................................................................ 124
Virginia Economic Development Partnership (VEDP)...........................................25, 115-116, 123-124
Virginia Employment Commission............................ See Virginia Government: Employment Commission
Virginia Government

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs........................................................................... 61
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services...................................................................... 137
Department of Business Assistance.................................................................. 21-22, 29, 67, 114-115
Department of Criminal Justice Services........................................................................................... 62
Department of Environmental Quality......................................................... 18, 46-49, 150, 154, 156
Department of General Services........................................................................................................ 97
Department of Health Professions..................................................................................................... 61
Department of Labor and Industry......................................................................... 57, 59, 64, 70, 150
Department of Minority Business Enterprise.................................................................................. 132
Department of Motor Vehicles................................................................................................... 17, 156
Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.............................................................. 61
Department of Rail and Public Transportation.................................................................................40
Department of Rehabilitative Services............................................................................................... 69
Department of Social Services.......................................................................................................... 152
Department of Taxation...................................................................................80-81, 83, 88, 154, 156
Department of Transportation........................................................................................... 98, 143-144
Employment Commission....................................................................................... 57, 65, 84, 122, 156

VEC District Workforce Centers.................................................................................................. 65
Information Technologies Agency................................................................................................ 97, 98
State Corporation Commission...................................... 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 62, 89, 150, 152, 156
Workers’ Compensation Commission..........................................................................57, 64-65, 154

Virginia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (VAHCC).........................................................................109
Virginia Information Technologies Agency.......See Virginia Government: Information Technologies Agency
Virginia Minimum Wage Law....................................................................................See Payroll and Wages
Virginia Minority Supplier Development Council (VMSDC)...............................................129-130, 132
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech)..... See Education: Higher Education
Virginia Port Authority........................................................................................................................... 144
Virginia Railway Express (VRE)...................................See Transportation: Bus and Passenger Rail Service
Virginia Small Business Development Center Network.......................................... 6, 113-114, 132-133
	 See also Mason Enterprise Center
Virginia Small Business Financing Authority.....See Virginia Government: Department of Business Assistance
Virginia Society of Certified Public Accountants............................................................................... 7, 78
Virginia State Police...........................................................................................................................18, 156
Volunteerism............................................................................................................................................ 145

Fairfax County Office of Public Private Partnerships..................................................................... 145
Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS)—Business and Community Partnerships...................... 145
Leadership Fairfax, Inc....................................................................................................................... 145
Volunteer Fairfax................................................................................................................................ 145

W
Walsh-Healy Public Contracts Act......................................................................................................... 58
Washington Dulles International Airport..................................................................................... 127, 140
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority...... See Transportation: Bus and Passenger Rail Service
Wastewater Discharge Permits.................................................................................................48-49, 154
Water Service.......................................................................................................................................52-53
Well Water Supplies and Individual Sewage Disposal System.............................................................. 49
Where to Operate Your Business.....................................................................................................38-40
Withholding Tax.......................................................................See Employer Taxes: Employer Withholding
Women’s Business Center of Northern Virginia................................................................................. 133
	 See also Community Business Partnership
Workers’ Compensation Insurance....................................................................................57, 64-65, 154

Z
Zoning..............................................................................................See Planning and Zoning Requirements



Fairfax County Economic Development Authority
8300 Boone Boulevard, Suite 450
Vienna, Virginia  22182-2633 USA

Phone: 703.790.0600 | Fax: 703.893.1269 | info@fceda.org
www.FairfaxCountyEDA.org

The Fairfax County Economic Development Authority (FCEDA) is an independent authority created 
under state law, operating under the direction of  seven Commissioners appointed by the Fairfax 
County Board of  Supervisors. Its activities are funded by Fairfax County. The FCEDA provides a wide 
array of  free services and information designed to promote Fairfax County as a business location for 
domestic and international companies and organizations. The FCEDA maintains marketing offices in 
five major overseas commercial centers—Bangalore, Frankfurt, London, Seoul and Tel Aviv.

The FCEDA: 

•	 provides current and comprehensive market information about Fairfax County, the Common-
wealth of  Virginia and the metropolitan Washington, D.C, area;

•	 assists businesses with start-up, relocation or expansion needs by identifying and showing 
county office or industrial real estate options that best suit their requirements;

•	 assists companies to expand existing operations by providing information and answering inqui-
ries about county zoning, taxes and other issues critical to doing business; 

•	 acts as liaison between businesses and regulatory agencies; and

•	 provides information for employees relocating to the county.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY STAFF

Gerald L. Gordon, Ph.D. 
President and Chief  Executive Officer

Robin Fenner 
Vice President, Management

Alan Fogg 
Vice President, Communications

Catherine W. Riley 
Vice President, Marketing

Barbara Cohen 
Director, Administration 

Rodney Lusk 
Director, National Marketing

Jan Mul 
Director, International Marketing 

Ivy G. Richards 
Director, Market Research and Real Estate 

Karen Smaw 
Director, Small and Minority Business Development 

DOING BUSINESS PRODUCTION TEAM

Theresa Rhodes 
Author

Vicki Reeve Serraino 
Graphic Designer

August 2010

COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Sharon Bulova, Chairman
Penelope A. Gross, Vice Chairman

John C. Cook
John W. Foust
Michael R. Frey
Pat Herrity
Catherine M. Hudgins
Gerald W. Hyland
Jeff  C. McKay 
Linda Q. Smyth  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
COMMISSIONERS

Steven Davis, Chairman
Ronald C. Johnson
Catherine Lange
Michael Lewis
Mark Lowham
Arthur E. (Bud) Morrissette IV
Sudhakar Shenoy     



8300 Boone Boulevard, Suite 450
Vienna, Virgninia  22182-2633 USA

Phone: 703.790.0600 | Fax: 703.893.1269 | info@fceda.org

www.FairfaxCountyEDA.org

Overseas offices: Bangalore | Frankfurt | London | Seoul | Tel Aviv


